

The Gospel of John:
The Spirit of Truth Will Be With You
John 14:15-24
Context
According to what Jesus tells us, every true believer possesses the living God within them.  That is true regardless of how we may feel at any given point.  Additionally, we do not get more or less of Him.  It is true that we may grieve Him or displease Him, but He will never leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).  
This portion of scripture tells us of that very promise along with many other promises to those who love Him and keep His commandments (v15).  THE best promise that the Lord could give to His own is Himself.  The most glorious, the most gracious, the most satisfying, the most fulfilling gift God could ever give to us is Himself as the Triune God.  
Understanding the nature of the Trinity is not easy, but we certainly want to grasp what His Word gives us and live in light of its truths.   Infinity is beyond our finite understanding, but we can understand what John is saying enough to be responsible for it and ponder its implications.  
Deuteronomy 29:29—The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.
Romans 11:33-36—Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? 35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? 36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
The Gift of the Triune God
The promises that follow in these verses has a qualifier.  That is to say, the promises apply to only certain individuals (in context, they were given to His true disciples).  
John 14:15—If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.
The Lord includes this comment statement to indicate To Whom such promises are made. A true Christian is known by his love and obedience. Love is the motive, obedience is the action.  
The gift of the Spirit

John 14:16— I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.
Jesus will ask the Father
Another Helper

Allos (another)—specifically refers to another of the same kind
Paraklētos  (Helper)—One called alongside to help
Jesus will send another (of the same kind; exactly like Himself) to come alongside them in the same way that He was alongside them

The Holy Spirit is the perfect substitute for the Lord Jesus Christ
He is the third person of the Trinity
He is the Spirit of Truth

John 15:26—When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 

John 16:13—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

He will reveal to the Apostles the inspired truth of the New Testament
He was the Spirit of Truth for the OT as well (2 Peter 1:20-21)

The world cannot see Him or know Him

It didn’t recognize Christ
It won’t recognize the Spirit

I Corinthians 2:14—But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

The disciples will know Him because “He abides with you and will be in you”

The gift of the Son

John 14:18-20—“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also. 20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.
He will not leave us as orphans

He is leaving
But it would only be temporary

I will come to you

At His resurrection

John 20:19 (Cf…29)—So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and *said to them, “Peace be with you.” …

Acts 1:3—To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. 

Through His union with the Holy Spirit in the Godhead

After a little while

The world will not see Christ
The disciples would see Him

Because I live, you will live also

John 1:4—In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.

John 6:48—I am the bread of life.
John 3:15-16— so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
They would be eye witnesses to His resurrection
This was proof that they too would rise again

In relative short order, they would know that He is in the Father
The promise is that they would be In Him and He in them

That union is possible through the Spirit
It does not mean that we become part of the Godhead

John 15:5—Jesus is the vine; we the branches 
I Cor 12:27—Body of which Christ is the head
Eph 2:20-22; 1 Peter 2:4-6—Spiritual house of which He is the cornerstone
2 Cor 11:2; Eph 5:22-24—Couple of which Christ is the broom

True disciples are “in Christ”

Romans 8:1—Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

1 Corinthians 1:30—But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption


2 Corinthians 5:17—Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 

He abides in us

John 14:20—In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.

Romans 8:10—If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 

Galatians 2:20—I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

Colossians 1:27—to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

The gift of the Father

John 14:21-24a—He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) *said to Him, “Lord, what then has happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words

Commandments 

Only those who obey enter into union with Him
Obedience is not the cause of salvation, but the fruit of it

Romans 3:20, 24—…because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin…being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus

Obedience is only possible through the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit

The one who loves Christ will be loved by the Father

John 16:27—for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed that I came forth from the Father.

John 17:23—I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.

John 5:23—so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

The Disciples are still wondering about the establishment of His earthly kingdom

Acts 1:6—So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”

How was it possible that He would reveal himself to them…
But not to the world?

John 4:42—…and they were saying to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world.”

Revelation 19:16— And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

For a third time, Jesus says He is revealing Himself only to those who love and obey Him (vv15, 21, 23)

Genuine love will result in obedience
1 Peter 1:1-2— Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Ponus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.
Inseparable connection between love and obedience
Conversely, those who reject Him, Jesus will not make Himself know

John 7:17—If anyone is willing to do His will, he will know of the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speak from Myself. 

John 8:47—He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.

Jesus’ message was His Father’s who sent Him; therefore, they do not know God (v24)

Summary: Aware of the distress of His disciples, He points them to the ultimate source of hope—the Triune God.  There is no greater confidence and assurance.  

2 Corinthians 1:3-4—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
2 Tim 3:13-17—But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.


