

The Gospel of John:
The Teaching Role of the Holy Spirit
John 14:24-26
Context
Jesus called the Holy Spirit “the Spirit of Truth” to underscore His work of revealing spiritual truth to believers. 
John 15:26—When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me.
John 16:13—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 
The fact that we have the truth revealed to us is an incredible gift from the Lord.  We would have no ability to understand the truth or see the truth without God granting it to us.  Truth has been given to us through divine revelation that allows us to know the truth about who God is, His creation, His works, His deeds, etc.  We know the truth about salvation, and about heaven and about the evil one and the result of disobedience.  All of these things are revealed to us through the God who is truth.
Exodus 34:6—Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth.
Psalm 119:142, 151—Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your law is truth….You are near, O LORD, And all Your commandments are truth. 
Zechariah 8:3—Thus says the LORD, ‘I will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.’ 
1 Timothy 3:15—…but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
The Father is truth.  The Son is truth.  The Holy Spirit is truth.  The God of truth has spoken through His Son who is the truth, who (in this context) is now leaving and will send the Spirit of truth who will inspire the biblical writers to write the truth (the Word of God) and give it to the church, which becomes the pillar and support of the truth.  The resident Holy Spirit then eliminates and enlightens that truth in the believer’s mind and heart.  
The presence of the Truth
Jesus had been their source of Truth
John 14:25-26—“These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.
These things

These were the Father’s words, v24
The things He talked about were from the Father

I have spoken [them] to you

He would not leave them without a Comforter
He would not leave them without the Truth
Apart from Him there would be no way to know spiritual truth
1 Corinthians 1:21—For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 
Ephesians 2:1-2—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
2 Timothy 3:7—always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
The disciples (prior to Pentecost) struggled to understand all that Jesus taught

John 2:22—So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.

John 12:16—These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him.



Jesus had many more things to teach but they could not bear it then

John 16:12—“I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.”

The Holy Spirit would now be their source of Truth

John 14:16— I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.
The Father will send the Spirit in Christ’s name

In My name—“on my behalf” (Cf. v13)
In the same way that Jesus came in His Father’s name 

John 5:43— I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 

The Spirit will testify of Christ

Acts 2:33—Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. 
He will teach you all things
He will bring to your remembrance

John 16:13—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

Primary focus is to teach you the meaning of Scripture
The focus is on Christ

John 15:26—When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me

John 16:13-14—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 

The Father’s TruthThe SonThe SpiritApostles to record it in Scripturethe church who has the resident 
Spirit who is the interpreter/illuminator

He is the resident truth teacher

1 John 2:20, 27—But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know. …As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.

Our maturity in Christ (sanctification) is linked to the truth illuminated from God’s word through the Spirit

The focus here is on the Apostles’ remembrance of all that Christ said so as to pen Scripture

The ability to remember all that He said would not be humanly possible
The inerrant understanding of Christ’s person and teaching would be lost without the Spirit’s work through them

2 Peter 1:20-21—But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

2 Timothy 3:15-17—and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is [h]inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

1 Corinthians 2:13—which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

Summary: The power of the gospel to transform lives is an indescribable gift.  It will turn the world upside down (Acts 17:6).  In this desperate moment for the Disciples, Jesus is assuring them that they will have all they need to accomplish the task that they will be given.  They will receive the Triune God Himself.  With Him, all things are possible.

Matthew 19:26—And looking at them Jesus said to them, “With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

Philippians 4:13—I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 


