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The Gospel of John:
Witness to the Deity of Christ, pt 1
John 5:30-40
Context
Jesus responds to the Jewish leaders, after the healing of a lame man on the Sabbath (5:1-6), with a lengthy response (vv17-47).  His response was something more than just a seeming violation of Sabbath laws, it was something far greater.  Jesus asserted His equality with the Father, and thus His right to work on the Sabbath just as the Father did.  He further reveals how He is equal with the Father in His works, His giving life, His judgement, and His receiving honor.  In verse 30, Jesus summarizes what He has said up to this point and reiterates His claim to be equal with God.  He does not act on His own authority; He does the will of Him who sent Him.  And since Jesus is always in agreement with the Father, His judgement is always just.   

To validate one’s claims, it required multiple witnesses (Duet 19:15).  Jesus validates His claims from the One who gives the greatest testimony—the Father Himself (v32).  The Father has given His confirmation in four ways as seen in the outline.  Jesus goes from the lesser to the greater in His argument.

John 5:30-40—I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 31 “If I alone testify about Myself, My testimony is not true. 32 There is another who testifies of Me, and I know that the testimony which He gives about Me is true. 33 You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth. 34 But the testimony which I receive is not from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 He was the lamp that was burning and was shining and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But the testimony which I have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish—the very works that I do—testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me. 37 And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form. 38 You do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; 40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life. 
4 ways the Father verifies Jesus’ claim of deity
I. JTB: the Father’s messenger heralding the coming Messiah
John 5:33-35—You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth. 34 But the testimony which I receive is not from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 He was the lamp that was burning and was shining and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light.
A. John’s mission was to prepare the way for the Messiah
John 1:23—He said, “I am A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.”
John 1:15—John testified about Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’” 
John 1:19—This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”
B. The people identified JTB as a prophet being sent from God
John 1:6—A man came, one sent from God, and his name was John.
C. Jesus rebukes the leaders for refusing to believe JTBs message
Matthew 11:7-15—As these men were going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ palaces! 9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU.’ 11 Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.
1. John was a lamp—a small, portable oil lamp; He lit the way to Jesus
2. Jesus is the light—the essence of light; He is the source of light
D. As great as JTB’s testimony was, there was a far superior testimony 

1. John pointing to the coming Messiah
2. He called the people to repentance
3. He called them to bear fruit in keeping with repentance
4. He was baptizing as a sign of purging from sin
5. His call to right living eventually brought about his death

II.  Works: the Father’s deeds accomplished through Christ

A. Never had they seen such works performed

Acts 2:22—[Peter speaking] “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know.
John 3:2—[Nicodemus] this man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”
John 11:47—Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were saying, “What are we doing? For this man is performing many signs…” 
John 20:30—Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book.
John 7:31—But many of the crowd believed in Him; and they were saying, “When the Christ comes, He will not perform more signs than those which this man has done, will He?”
B. Jesus did only the works which the Father had given Him to do
John 14:31—but so that the world may know that I love the Father I do exactly as the Father commanded Me. Get up, let us go from here.
John 17:4—I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. 
Not only were His works supernatural; they were also in keeping with God’s exact wishes.  Yet, despite Jesus’ incredible works—unmatched by anyone else (15:24) and unexplainable outside of God’s power—there were many who still rejected Him (cf. 1:11).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, p. 210.] 

III. Word: The Father’s testimony of Christ
John 5:32, 37-38—There is another who testifies of Me, and I know that the testimony which He gives about Me is true… And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form. 38 You do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.
A. The Father affirms the son
1. @ the baptism of Jesus
Matthew 3:17—and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”
2. @ the transfiguration
Matthew 17:5—While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!” 
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B. They had never seen nor heard God
1. They did not have God’s word abiding in them
2. They did not believe Him whom God sent
Hebrews 1:1-2—God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.
3. They give evidence of their hypocrisy since those who reject Christ cannot know the Father 
John 5:23—so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.
John 8:19—So they were saying to Him, “Where is Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also.”
John 14:6—Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
C. Conversely, loving the Son is loving the Father
1 John 5:9-10—If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is this, that He has testified concerning His Son. 10 The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son.
IV. Scripture: The Father’s writings regarding Christ
A. The sacred writings point to Jesus (John 1:45; Luke 24:27, 44; Revelation 19:10)
B. In all their efforts to search the Scriptures, they were unwilling to come (John 1:11: 3:19)
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