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Rejoicing In The God Who Makes Us One
Romans 15:7-13

Psalms 133:1— Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!
Romans 15:7-13—Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 8 For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers, 9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; as it is written, “THEREFORE I WILL GIVE PRAISE TO YOU AMONG THE GENTILES,
AND I WILL SING TO YOUR NAME.” 10 Again he says, “REJOICE, O GENTILES, WITH HIS PEOPLE.” 11 And again, “PRAISE THE LORD ALL YOU GENTILES, AND LET ALL THE PEOPLES PRAISE HIM.” 12 Again Isaiah says, “THERE SHALL COME THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND HE WHO ARISES TO RULE OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM SHALL THE GENTILES HOPE.” 13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
3 reasons to accept one another 
I. Because God accepted you 
Romans 15:7—Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.  
Accept—to receive something or someone to oneself with special concern. 
Examples:
· Priscilla and Aquila accepting Apollos when he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue.  “They took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately” (Acts 18:26).
· Philemon is told to take back his runaway slave by Paul and to “accept him as you would me” (Philemon 17b). 
A. Even while we were sinners
Romans 5:8—But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
1 Timothy 1:15—It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. 
Luke 15:2—Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”
Luke 5:31-32—And Jesus answered and said to them, “It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”
Matthew 10:24—A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master.
Ephesians 4:32-5:2—Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
B. To the Glory of God
Ephesians 1:5-6—He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
Ephesians 3:20-21—Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
Philippians 2:9-11—For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
II. Because God has accepted us throughout redemptive history
Romans 1:4-5—who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake
Romans 1:13-14, 16— I do not want you to be unaware brethren, that often I have planned to come to you (and have been prevented so far) so that I may obtain some fruit among you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish…16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
Romans 3:29-30—Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since indeed God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith is one.
A. God has accepted the Jews
1. But they rejected God
Isaiah 52:5c—Again the LORD declares, “Those who rule over them howl, and My name is continually blasphemed all day long.
Isaiah 49:6—He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
2. God demonstrates His acceptance by sending Christ (a Jew) to fulfill and verify God’s Word given to the forefathers
Romans 15:8—For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers
Jesus fulfilled the law given to the forefathers perfectly
Matthew 5:17—Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.
3. God is a covenant keeping God
“Christ came to verify the whole revealed truth of God.  He came to save sinful man and to bring glory to His Father by fulfilling His Father’s promises in both ‘the Law [and] the Prophets.’”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Romans 9-16, p. 323] 

The saved Jew praises God primarily for His truth, which He verified in Christy.  The saved Gentile primarily praises God for His mercy, which He provided in Christ.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, p. 324] 

B. He has accepted the Gentiles
1.  Through His mercy
Romans 15:9a—and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; 
2. He accepted them from the outset
Romans 15:9b-12—…as it is written, “THEREFORE I WILL GIVE PRAISE TO YOU AMONG THE GENTILES, AND I WILL SING TO YOUR NAME.” [Ps 18:49] 10 Again he says, “REJOICE, O GENTILES, WITH HIS PEOPLE.” [Deut 32:43] 11 And again, “PRAISE THE LORD ALL YOU GENTILES, AND LET ALL THE PEOPLES PRAISE HIM.” [Ps 117:1] 12 Again Isaiah says, “THERE SHALL COME THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND HE WHO ARISES TO RULE OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM SHALL THE GENTILES HOPE”  [IS 11:10].
III. Because the God of hope makes it possible
Romans 15:13—Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Philippians 4:7—And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
1 Peter 1:3—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead
I Peter 3:8—and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
¢bridgewcfer
community church

bridgewatercc.org




