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Living Life Together
[bookmark: _GoBack]…Because Our Family Had a Great Beginning[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr. Steve Viars] 

1 Corinthians 13:8 - Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.
3 blessings given to the church family on the day of our birth
I. A Clearly Researched Set of Facts on Which to Base our Faith
A. Composed by Dr. Luke	
Acts 16:13-15 - And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, where we were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. And when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.
Acts 1:1 - The first account I composed…
B. Written to Theophilus
Luke 1:3 - it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus;
C. Focused on historical evidence
“The book of Acts is the first volume of church history. It records the story of the church from its explosive beginning on the Day of Pentecost to the imprisonment at Rome of its greatest missionary. During those three decades, the church expanded from a small group of Jewish believers gathered in Jerusalem to embrace thousands in dozens of congregations throughout the Roman world. Acts describes how the Spirit of God superintended, controlled, and empowered the expansion of the church. Indeed, the book could well be called ‘The Acts of the Holy Spirit through the Apostles.’” (John MacArthur, Acts, p. 1)
II. A Compelling Mission to Positively Impact Others
A. The apostles’ question
Acts 1:6 - So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”
B. Jesus’ gentle rebuke
Acts 1:7 - He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;”
C. The family’s great mission
Acts 1:8 - but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses…
1. You will be my witnesses
2. To an incredibly diverse group of people
Acts 1:8 - but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.
III. The Supernatural Resources of Heaven to Empower Our Task
A. A promise made
Acts 1:8 - but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you
B. A promise kept
Acts 2:15-16 - For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 

image2.jpeg
¢bridgewcfer
community church

bridgewatercc.org




image1.jpeg




