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Praying for One Another 
Ephesians 6:18-20

If God controls everything and has already determined the outcome of every event, great or small, why ask Him to do—or not to do—anything?  Why do we pray?
James 5:16—the effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much
3 ways to pray for one another
I. Pray continually 
Ephesians 6:18—With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints
A. Pray persistently 
1 Thessalonians 5:17—pray without ceasing
Matthew 6:7-8—And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 8 So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.
Cf. Luke 11:1-3; 18:1-8
Ephesians 6:18—With all prayer and petition [h]pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, [i]be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints
B. Pray regularly
Ephesians 6:18—With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints
Philippians 4:6—Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
Colossians 4:2—Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving
Colossians 4:12—Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.
II. Prayer guards
Ephesians 6:18—With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints
A. From deception
Ephesians 4:22—that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit
Ephesians 5:6—Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
B. From division
Ephesians 2:14—For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the [a]barrier of the dividing wall,
Ephesians 4:3—being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:16—from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
III. Prayer equips 
A. To evangelize
Ephesians 6:19-20—and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
B. To walk in a manner worthy of the gospel 
Ephesians 4:1—Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called
Philippians 1:27—Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ…
Colossians 1:10— so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work an increasing in the knowledge of God;
[bookmark: _GoBack]C. To access His power and strength
Ephesians 6:20—…that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. [emphasis mine]
Boldness—to speak openly about something and with complete confidence—‘to speak boldly, to speak openly.’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 398). New York: United Bible Societies.] 

Philippians 1:14—and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my [b]imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.
Ephesians 3:16—that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man
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