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Love Does Not Brag and Is Not Prideful 
I Corinthians 13:1-8
OT Example: Daniel 4:19-37
James 4:6—But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Phil 2:3-8—Do nothing [c]from [d]selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude [e]in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be [f]grasped, 7 but [g]emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death [h]on a cross.
Col 1:16—For [x]by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.

[bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12][bookmark: 13]1 Cor 13:4— Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant.

The “Me Monster—There’s you, and then THERE’S ME!”
I. Biblical Love Does not Brag
Bragging—the verbal representation of a heart full of pride 
Love is not prideful—means that one does not have an exaggerated view of themselves
II. Manifestations of Pride[footnoteRef:1] 
 [1:  Stuart Scott, from “The Exemplary Husband”] 

1. Complaining against or passing judgment on God.  A proud person in a difficult situation thinks, "Look what God has done to me after all I have done for Him" (Numbers 14:1-4,9-11; Romans 9:20). 

2. A Lack of Gratitude in general. Proud people usually think they deserve what is good. 

3. Anger. A proud person is often an angry person. 

4. Seeing Yourself as better than others.  Having an inflated view of your importance, gifts and abilities.  Many proud people have a very strong perception of themselves. 

5. Perfectionism.  People who strive for everything to be perfect often do so for recognition. 

6. Being consumed with what others think. Some proud people are too concerned about the opinion of others. Many of their decisions are based on what others might think. Many of their decisions are based on what others might think. Some are in a continual pursuit of gaining the approval and esteem of others. Focusing on what others think of you or trying to impress others is being a man-pleaser rather than a God pleaser (Galatians1:10). 

7. Being unteachable. Many proud people know it all. They’re superior.

8. Being sarcastic, hurtful, or degrading.  Proud people can be very unkind people.

9. A lack of service.  Proud people may not serve because they are not thinking of others, or because they want to be coaxed to serve and don't want to continue if there is no praise. 

10. Being defensive or blame-shifting.  You would often hear a proud person say, "Are you saying its my fault?" or "Well, what about you?" 

11. A lack of admitting when you are wrong.  A proud person would make a great many excuses.

12. A lack of asking forgiveness.  Proud people rarely admit their sins or ask for forgiveness of other. 

13. Minimizing your own sin and shortcomings. 

14. Maximizing other's sin and shortcomings.

15. Being impatient or irritable with others. 

16. Being jealous or envious. 
Conversely, the demonstrations of Humility are the opposite of everything listed above.  They recognized that: Jesus died for them; serve others, learner’s attitude; pursue integrity; encourage others;  

III. The Relevance for Us Today 

How does one grow in humility and put off pride?

A. Recognize your personal clamoring after your own benefit at the expense of others

B. Repent

C. Rest in Christ’s promise that He’s got your good covered and you are filled in Christ

D. Relinquish your hold on grasping for your personal benefit

E. Practice loyally do good, or being useful, beneficial to others

F. Practice consistent rejoicing over those who are experiencing goodness, knowing you have ultimate goodness in Christ

G. Relish the joy and freedom that follows
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