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Courage and Boldness
Romans 15:14-21
4 reasons why Paul is encouraging Roman believers with courage and boldness in their faith 
I. Paul is a partner with them in the faith journey 
Romans 15:14-15—And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another. 15 But I have written very boldly to you on some points so as to remind you again, because of the grace that was given me from God
A. He identifies them as brethren
B. He is confident in their character
1. Full of goodness (virtue)
Ephesians 5:9—(for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth)
2 Thessalonians 1:11—To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power
Galatians 5:22-23—But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Ephesians 2:10—For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
Colossians 1:3-6—We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints; 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel 6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth
2. Filled with all knowledge
Colossians 2:2-3—that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
2 Peter 3:18—but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
Romans 11:36a—For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things…
3. Able to admonish one another
a. Admonish (Noutheteo)—carries the ideas of encouraging, warning, and advising

As believers who are full of goodness and filled with the knowledge of the Word of God, we are therefore competent to counsel.

b. The place is the church. The source is the Word of God. The counselors are the people of God—those who are saved, full of goodness, and filled with all knowledge from God’s Word.  

Hebrews 10:24—and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds

Galatians 6:2—Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

(cf. Colossians 3:12-17)
4. He is writing to them boldly 
a. To remind them
1 Timothy 4:6—In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.
2 Peter 1:12—Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.
b. Because God’s grace was given
Romans 1:5—through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake
II. Paul is ministering to them as a priest 
Romans 15:16—to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
A. Under the New Covenant
Hebrews 2:17—Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.
B. We are a holy priesthood
	1 Peter 2:5—you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ
1 Peter 2:9—But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
III. Paul is speaking of what the Lord has accomplished through him
Romans 15:17-19— Therefore in Christ Jesus I have found reason for boasting in things pertaining to God. 18 For I will not presume to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me, resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles by word and deed, 19 in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 
A. He took no credit for himself
1 Corinthians 1:31—so that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.”
B. His boast was in the cross of Christ
	1 Corinthians 1:13a—but we preach Christ crucified…
1 Corinthians 2:2—For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
Colossians 1:28-29—We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.
IV. Paul is not building upon another man’s foundation
Romans 15:20-21—And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named, so that I would not build on another man’s foundation; 21 but as it is written, “THEY WHO HAD NO NEWS OF HIM SHALL SEE, AND THEY WHO HAVE NOT HEARD SHALL UNDERSTAND.”
A. Paul’s desire was to preach the gospel to those who had not already heard 
B. Others preach to those who have heard
1 Corinthians 3:6-7—I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. 7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.
God does not call every believer to be an evangelist, but He calls every believer to be a witness.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Romans 9-16, p. 338] 

Matthew 16:18—I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
John 4:35—Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest.
Take-a-ways
1. How does Paul’s gospel witness encourage and challenge you?
2. Am I courageously and boldly speaking truth in love to others?
3. Am I regularly asking God to open doors for me to share the gospel?
4. Whose struggle could I enter into by praying for them?
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