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Skills Needed in Trials—Obedience 
James 1:16-27
2 ways that we grow in our obedience to the Word
I. Willingness to receive the Word in humility
James 1:21—…in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 
A. Don’t be deceived
James 1:16—Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 
James 1:22—But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.
B. Recognize His good gifts
James 1:17—Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. 
C. His work of salvation
James 1:18—In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures. 
1. In the exercise of His will
John 15:16—You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 
Ephesians 1:4-7—…just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
Romans 8:29-30—For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
2. According to His Word
Romans 10:17—So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 
1 Peter 1:23—…for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God. 
Romans 10:15—Just as it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news of good things!” 
2 Timothy 3:17-18—…and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
3. For the purpose of being a kind of first fruit
James 1:18—…so that we would be a kind of first-fruits among His creatures…
Believers are the first installment on God’s new creation that is to come.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur NT Commentary: James, p. 64] 

(cf. 2 Peter 3:10-13)

D. For the purpose of holiness 

1. Quick to hear; slow to speak
James 1:19-20—This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 
2. Not sinning in our anger
James 1:19-20—This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 
Ephesians 4:26—BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on your anger
3. Growing in purity
James 1:21—Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 
Ephesians 4:22—…that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit…

II. Willingness to act on it 
A. Prove yourselves
Ginomai—be continually, or keep on striving to be[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. p 79] 

1. The danger and propensity to be hearers only, v22

2. The danger of being deceived, v22

3. The danger of forgetting
James 1:24— for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.
B. Abides by it, v25
God did not reveal His Word simply to be learned, but to be obeyed and applied.[footnoteRef:3]   [3:  Ibid. p 85] 

C. You will be blessed

1. The need to look intently 
James 1:25—But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in [what he does.
Parakupto—bend over and carefully examine something from the clearest possible vantage point[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid. p 85] 

Luke 24:12— But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what had happened.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk17807952]Bringing true freedom
James 1:25b—…the law of liberty…
D. [bookmark: _GoBack]Practical considerations 

1. a bridled tongue, v26 

2. a compassionate heart—helping the neediest people, v27

3. holy living—keeping oneself unstained by the world, v27
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