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The Message that Draws Us Together[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr. Steve Viars] 

Acts 1:8 - but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.
Acts 3:8 - With a leap he stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God.
Acts 3:13-16 - The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom you delivered and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, but put to death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses. And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all.
4 characteristics of the gospel that bind us together as a family
I. A Message of Hope
A. Because great things can be accomplished if Jesus is alive
John 14:12 - Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.
B. Even in the midst of opposition
1. Some were “greatly disturbed” by this message – v. 2
2. Many others believed – v. 4
Acts 4:4 - But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand.
C. Centered on the powerful name of our risen Savior
Acts 4:10-12 - let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by this name this man stands here before you in good health. He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the chief corner stone. And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.
1 Corinthians 2:1-2 - And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
II. A Message of Transformation
A. Makes “wise the simple”
Acts 4:13 - Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.
Psalm 19:7 - The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
B. Generates indisputable evidence
Acts 4:14 - And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply.
v. 13 - began to recognize them as having been with Jesus
C. Gives us confidence
v. 13 - as they observed the confidence of Peter and John…
vv. 19-20 - Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.
v. 29 - And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence,
III. A Message of Direction
A. Grounded in the Scriptures
2 Timothy 3:7 - always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
B. Empowered by the Spirit
Acts 4:24-25 - And when they heard this, they lifted their voices to God with one accord and said, “O Lord, it is You who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them, who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David Your servant, said, ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the people devise futile things?’”
IV. A Message of Unity
A. They were of one heart and soul – v. 32
B. They continued to proclaim the message
Acts 4:33 - And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.
C. They gave sacrificially so that the mission could be advanced
Acts 4:36-37 - Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the apostles (which translated means Son of Encouragement), and who owned a tract of land, sold it and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 
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