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Finding Hope in the Promises of God

Introduction:
Q: Have you have had somebody promise you something and then didn’t follow through?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Q: How did you respond? 
1.  There is one person Who has never broken a promise!
1 Peter 1:16 because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."

Leviticus 11:44 'For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of the swarming things that swarm on the earth.

Leviticus 11:45 'For I am the LORD who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God; thus you shall be holy, for I am holy.'"

2.  The context of 1 Corinthians 10:13:

1)  Paul had just written chapters 8 & 9 on the subject of Christian liberty. 

2)  Paul was reminding the church at Corinth of Israel’s lack of restraint in their loyalty to God and in their faith that He could truly help them do the right thing in any situation!

“When a Christian becomes so confident of his strength that he thinks he can handle any situation, he is overconfident and in great danger of falling. The warning is summarized in verse 12: “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” The danger is not of failing from salvation but of falling from holiness and from usefulness in service. It is a serious danger and one the Lord does not take lightly.”[footnoteRef:1] 
 [1: MacArthur, John: 1 Corinthians. Chicago : Moody Press, 1996, c1984, S. 218] 

I.  Hope: All Situations Are Common to Man
A. “Temptation” – the basic meaning of temptation is to test or prove
1.  A temptation to sin (to consciously choose to disobey God’s Word)
Matthew 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
2.  A trial of your faith 

James 1:2. Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3. Knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
B.  “Common to man”: Your situation is NOT unique!
1. Other believers have faced your sinful temptations.
* IMPORTANT POINT: God does not tempt us to sin!
James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
2. One Perfect Man has faced it all!
 Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
II.  Hope: God is Faithful 
 ‘faithful’ = to be trusted, reliable

A.  The faithfulness of God
Deuteronomy 7:9 "Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments;

1 Corinthians 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Peter 4:19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.
Input: How has God shown His faithfulness to you?
B.  The faithfulness of Christ 
Hebrews 2:17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

Revelation 1:5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood.

C.  The faithfulness of God’s Word

Titus 1:9 holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.

Revelation 21:5 And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true."

III.  Hope: It’s Not More Than You Can Handle

1 Corinthians 10:13 . . . God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

‘able’ = power or ability

Jude 1:24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

IV.  Hope:  There Is a Way of Escape
A. He will “with the temptation” . . . 
B.  He will provide a way of escape
Escape = a way to properly handle the situation 

“The imagery is that of an army trapped in the mountains, which escapes from an impossible situation through a pass. The assurance of this verse is a permanent comfort and source of strength to believers. Our trust is in the faithfulness of God.” – Tydale, New Testament Commentaries
Input: What are some possible ‘ways of escape’ to handle various trials/temptations?
V.  Hope: There Is a Purpose – to ‘endure’
“endure” = standing your ground when everyone else has fled the battle
* Ultimately, the goal is to glorify God and confirm us to the image of Christ!
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