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Freedom in Christ to 
Serve One Another 
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1 Peter 4:10

3 truths in understanding our freedoms in Christ

I. The Significance 

A. The Gospel provides it

v. 13a—For you were called to freedom brethren

Galatians 5:1—It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 

John 8:36—So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

B. The context helps us

Galatians 1:6—I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel

Galatians 1:9—As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! 

Galatians 3:1—You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? 

Hebrews 10:29—How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 

II. The Challenge

5:13b—…only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh…

A. The danger of legalism

Legalism—dependence on moral law rather than on personal religious faith. It involves abstracting the law of God from its original context.

B. The danger of antinomianism 

Antinomianism (ἀντί, "against" + νόμος, "law")—the belief that there are no moral laws God expects Christians to obey.

C. The danger of “opportunity(-ies) for the flesh”

opportunity (aphorme)—a central base from which all operations of a military campaign originated

1 Peter 2:16—Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. 

D. The danger of false teachers

2 Peter 2:18-21—For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them. 

Jude 4—For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Romans 13:14—But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 

E. The danger avoided by Christ

Romans 15:3—For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.” 

John 6:38—For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.

Matthew 20:28—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.

(Cf. Phil 2)

III. The Reason

Galatians 5:13—For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 

A. Because of love

Galatians 1:3-5—…the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen.

John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

B. To be imitators of God

Ephesians 5:1—Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

C.  For the purpose of serving

John 13:17—If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

1 Corinthians 9:19—For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more. 

Galatians 5:16-18—But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 

1 Peter 4:10—As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

Conclusion: Serving one together—there is no question that God wants us to challenge and equip His church to serve Him, and that He wants every member serving.
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