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Love Does Not Seek its Own
I Cor 13:1-8
4 Principles to Unselfish Love
I. The Meaning 
A. What you are seeking? 
1.  An Intense Search
Matt 2:2 - Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.
Matt 2:13 - Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.” 
Matt 18:12 - What do you think? If any man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go and search for the one that is straying? 
2.  What You Value
Matt 13:45-46—Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
B.  Often Repeated
Mark 14:55—Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, and they were not finding any. 
C.  Not what is “best for me”
II. The Example
A. Jesus Emptied Himself
Philippians 2:5-8 - Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
B. Jesus Came to Serve
Matt 20:25-28—But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
C. Jesus Did His Father's Will
Luke 22:42—saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.” 
D. Jesus Sought Our Good 
Rom 15:3—For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “THE REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO REPROACHED YOU FELL ON ME.” 
III. Love God
A. Denying Yourself
Matt 16:24—Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.”
B. With All Your Heart
Mark 12:29-30—Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD; AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’”
IV. Love Others
Mark 12:31—"The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
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