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The Gospel of John:
Witness to the Deity of Christ, pt 3
John 5:40-47
Context
Jesus concludes His sermon in this section with a fitting and mighty application: “…and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life” (John 5:40).  The reason why so many people are lost and do not believe is because they are unwilling.  Condemnation comes because of man’s own innate unwillingness to come to Christ, repent, and believe—either from pride, laziness, love of sin, or love of the world.  The many have no mind, or wish, or heart, or desire to seek life in Christ.  

1 John 5:11—And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  

John 3:19—  This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 

Matthew 23:37—“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.”

John 5:39-47—You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; 40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life. 41 I do not receive glory from men; 42 but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves. 43 I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”
3 ways the Father verifies Jesus’ claim of deity
I. JTB: the Father’s messenger heralding the Messiah, vv 33-35

A. John’s mission was to prepare the way for the Messiah
B. The people identified JTB as a prophet being sent from God
C. Jesus rebukes the leaders for refusing to believe JTB’s message

1. John was a lamp—a small, portable oil lamp; He lit the way to Jesus
2. Jesus is the light—the essence of light; He is the source of light
D. As great as JTB’s testimony was, there was a far superior testimony 

1. John pointing to the coming Messiah
2. He called the people to repentance
3. He called them to bear fruit in keeping with repentance
4. He was baptizing as a sign of purging from sin
5. His call to right living eventually brought about his death

II. Works: the Father’s deeds accomplished through Christ, vv36-38

A. Never had they seen such works performed

B. Jesus did only the works which the Father had given Him to do
C. The Father affirms the Son

1. @ the baptism of Jesus
2. @ the transfiguration

D. In spite of all that, they refused to believe because they did not have God’s word abiding in them 

E. They give evidence of their hypocrisy since those who reject Christ cannot know the Father 
F. Conversely, loving the Son is loving the Father
1 John 5:9-10—If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is this, that He has testified concerning His Son. 10 The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son.
III. Scripture: The Father’s writings regarding Christ, vv39-47
You search—used in other literature of a lion prowling after its prey; wild dogs tracking game; it later came to mean investigate  
A. The sacred writings point to Jesus, v39(John 1:45; Luke 24:27, 44; Revelation 19:10)
John 5:45-47—Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”
Luke 16:29—But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’
Luke 24:25-27—And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
Luke 24:44—Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
B. In all their efforts to search the Scriptures, they were unwilling to come (John 1:11: 3:19)
1. Their superficial religion and self-righteousness by works made it too much 
Romans 10:3—For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Isaiah 64:6—For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
James 2:10—For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 
C. Salvation is not from us but solely from God, v40
Philippians 3:9—…and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith. (Cf. Romans 3:20-30)
D. He does not receive glory from men, v41
Matthew 22:15-16—Then the Pharisees went and plotted together how they might trap Him in what He said. 16 And they sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any.
E. They did not have the love of God, v42
Matthew 15:7-9—You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you: 8 ‘THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME. 9 ‘BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.’”
F. False messiahs will come, v43
Matthew 24:23-24—Then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There He is,’ do not believe him. 24 For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. (Cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12—the Antichrist)
G. They sought their own glory, not the glory of God’s Servant, v44
2 Corinthians 4:4-6—in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
H. Their accuser during the time of judgement is Moses, v45
John 9:28—They [the Pharisees] reviled him [the man born blind] and said, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses

1. They set their hope in Moses
2. If they would have believed Moses, they would believe Him

Conclusion:
The Jews rejected both Moses and Jesus.  The ultimate rejection was based on their mistaken view of the Law as the reasoning to crucify their Messiah.  

John 19:7—The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God.”

They rejected Jesus’s testimony of Himself; they rejected the Father’s testimony of Jesus (through the Father’s prophet (JTB); the Works of Jesus, and through the Scriptures) and in so doing, they will bear the pending judgement. 

Acts 2:23, 36—this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death…36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.”
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