[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
 August 8, 2021
[image: just Faith]

Adversity in Ministry
Romans 15:22-33
5 reasons why we persevere in ministry 
I. God’s sovereignty
Romans 15:22—For this reason I have often been prevented from coming to you
Prevented (hindered)—literally means to cut into or cut out
	Acts 16:7—and after they came to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them
Jeremiah 10:23—I know, O LORD, that a man’s way is not in himself, Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps.
Philippians 2:13—for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
II. Our plan
Romans 15:23-24—but now, with no further place for me in these regions, and since I have had for many years a longing to come to you 24 whenever I go to Spain—for I hope to see you in passing, and to be helped on my way there by you, when I have first enjoyed your company for a while
Luke 14:28, 31—For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it?... Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand?
1 Thessalonians 2:17-18—But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while—in person, not in spirit—were all the more eager with great desire to see your face. 18 For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet Satan hindered us.
III. Mission priority

Romans 15:25-28—but now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints. 26 For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. 27 Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in material things. 28 Therefore, when I have finished this, and have put my seal on this fruit of theirs, I will go on by way of you to Spain.
IV. God blesses

Romans 15:29—I know that when I come to you, I will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ.
Philippians 1:12-14, 18—Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, 13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, 14 and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear…. What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice.
V. Our resolve and prayer

Romans 15:30-33—Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me, 31 that I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints; 32 so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find refreshing rest in your company. 33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.
Strive together—means to struggle or fight; it is the Greek word from which we get the English word agonize.  
John 18:36—Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.”
Colossians 4:12— Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.
James 5:16—Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.
2 Thessalonians 3:1—Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you
Philippians 4:7—And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2:14—For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
¢bridgewcfer
community church

bridgewatercc.org





Pastor Mark Pitman


 


 


August 8


, 


2021


 


 


Adversity


 


in Ministry


 


Romans 


1


5


:


22


-


33


 


5


 


reasons why we persevere in ministry


 


 


I.


 


God


’


s sovereignty


 


Romans 15:


22


—


For this reason


 


I have often been prevented from 


coming to you


 


P


revented 


(hindered)


—


literally 


means


 


to cut into or cut out


 


 


Acts 16:7


—


and after they came to


 


Mysia, they were trying to go 


into


 


Bithynia, and the


 


Spirit of Jesus did not permit them


 


Jeremiah 10


:


23


—


I know, O


 


L


ORD


, that


 


a man’s way is not in 


himself


,


 


Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps


.


 


Philippians


 


2:13


—


for it is


 


God who is at work in you, both to will 


and to work


 


for


 


Hi


s


 


good pleasure


.


 


II.


 


Our 


plan


 


Romans 


1


5


:


23


-


24


—


but now, with no further place for me in these 


regions, and since I


 


have had for many years a longing to come 


to yo


u


 


24


 


whenever I


 


go to Spain


—


for I hope to see you in 


passing, and to be


 


helped on my way there by you, when I have 


first


 


enjoyed your company


 


for a while


 


Luke 14:28, 


31


—


For which one of you, when he wants to build a 


tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he 


has enough to complete it


?


.


..


 


Or what king, when he sets out to 


meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and


 


consider 


whether he is strong enough with ten thousand


 


me


n


 


to 


en


counter the one coming against him with twenty thousand


?


 


1 Thessalonians 2:17


-


18


—


But we, brethren, having been taken 


away from you for a


 


short while


—


in


 


person, not in


 


spirit


—


were all 


the more eager with great desire


 


to see your face


.


 


18


 


For


 


we 


wanted to come to you


—


I, Paul,


 


more than once


—


and


 


yet


 


Satan


 


hindered us


.


 


III.


 


Mission


 


priority


 


 


Roma


ns 15:2


5


-


28


—


but now,


 


I am going to Jerusalem


 


serving 


the


 


saints


.


 


26


 


For


 


Macedonia and


 


Achaia have been pleased to 


make a contribution for the poor among the


 


saints in 




Pastor Mark Pitman     August 8 ,  2021     Adversity   in Ministry   Romans  1 5 : 22 - 33   5   reasons why we persevere in ministry     I.   God ’ s sovereignty   Romans 15: 22 — For this reason   I have often been prevented from  coming to you   P revented  (hindered) — literally  means   to cut into or cut out     Acts 16:7 — and after they came to   Mysia, they were trying to go  into   Bithynia, and the   Spirit of Jesus did not permit them   Jeremiah 10 : 23 — I know, O   L ORD , that   a man’s way is not in  himself ,   Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps .   Philippians   2:13 — for it is   God who is at work in you, both to will  and to work   for   Hi s   good pleasure .   II.   Our  plan   Romans  1 5 : 23 - 24 — but now, with no further place for me in these  regions, and since I   have had for many years a longing to come  to yo u   24   whenever I   go to Spain — for I hope to see you in  passing, and to be   helped on my way there by you, when I have  first   enjoyed your company   for a while   Luke 14:28,  31 — For which one of you, when he wants to build a  tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he  has enough to complete it ? . ..   Or what king, when he sets out to  meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and   consider  whether he is strong enough with ten thousand   me n   to  en counter the one coming against him with twenty thousand ?   1 Thessalonians 2:17 - 18 — But we, brethren, having been taken  away from you for a   short while — in   person, not in   spirit — were all  the more eager with great desire   to see your face .   18   For   we  wanted to come to you — I, Paul,   more than once — and   yet   Satan   hindered us .   III.   Mission   priority     Roma ns 15:2 5 - 28 — but now,   I am going to Jerusalem   serving  the   saints .   26   For   Macedonia and   Achaia have been pleased to  make a contribution for the poor among the   saints in 

