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Showing Partiality 
James 2:1-13
Biblical reasons for not showing favoritism
I. It makes unjust distinctions
A. What is it?  

Favoritism—used here are an idiom, literally ‘to accept a face’; to make unjust distinctions between people by treating one person better than another—‘to show favoritism, to be partial, partiality.’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 767). New York: United Bible Societies.] 

1 Samuel 16:7—But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
B. The right distinction
Matthew 7:5—You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 
C. When does distinction cross the line and become sin?  

1. If the judgments is made on the basis of something the person cannot change or is not responsible for

2. When time has not been taken to gather the facts necessary to make a right judgment

3. When the perceived difference has nothing to do with the matter at hand[footnoteRef:2] [2: Growing by Avoiding Wrongful Discrimination, Dr. Steve Viars https://www.faithlafayette.org/resources/sermons/growing-by-avoiding-wrongful-discrimination ] 

II. It stands in opposition to our faith
James 2:1—My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. 
Jude 3—Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.
Galatians 1:23— but only, they kept hearing, “He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried to destroy.”
A. The object of our faith—the Lord of glory
Exodus 40:34—Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 
John 1:14—And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
2 Corinthians 4:6—For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
B. God is no respecter of persons
James 2:3—…and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool…” 
Being partial is in total conflict with our salvation and with what Scripture teaches (cf. Lev. 19:15; Prov. 24:23; 28:21). If we are saved, we are children of God; and if we are His children, we should emulate Him. Paul declares categorically that ‘there is no partiality with God’ (Rom. 2:11; cf. Lev. 19:15; Job 34:19; Prov. 24:23; 28:21; Eph. 6:9; Col. 3:25; 1 Pet. 1:17).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  John MacArthur, Commentary on James, p. 97] 

Deuteronomy 1:17—You shall not show partiality in judgment; you shall hear the small and the great alike. You shall not fear man, for the judgment is God’s. The case that is too hard for you, you shall bring to me, and I will hear it.’
Deuteronomy 10:17—For the LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God who does not show partiality nor take a bribe.
Deuteronomy 16:19—You shall not distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous.
Acts 10:3—Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality…”
1 Peter 1:17—If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth
III. It judges with evil motives
James 2:4—…have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 
A. The strong passions of our evil motives
Poneros—vicious intentions that have a destructive and injurious effect[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid, p. 103] 

B. The revelation of our hearts 
Matthew 12:34—You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.
Luke 6:45—The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.
IV. It does not rightly consider God’s chosen ones
James 2:5-6—Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? But you have dishonored the poor man… 
1 Corinthians 1:26—For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no [t]man may boast before God.
(Cf. Romans 8:29,1 Samuel 16:7).
V. It is irrational 
James 2:5—Listen, my beloved brethren…
James 2:6—Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court? 
James 2:7—Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called? 
John 16:2-3—They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. 3 These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me.
Acts 15:9—and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith.
VI. By avoiding it, it helps us fulfill the sovereign law
[bookmark: _GoBack]James 2:8—If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 
Leviticus 19:18—You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.
Matthew 22:36—“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ 38 This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ 40 On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”
VII. By avoiding it, we speak and act consistent with the mercy we’ve received
James 2:12-13—So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 
Matthew 5:7—Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
Romans 2:6-16—And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things. 3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 5 But [d]because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: 7 to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God.
(Cf. Romans 12:3-8)
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