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Living Life Together
[bookmark: _GoBack]by Handling our Finances with Generosity and Integrity[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Steve Viars] 

4 principles to help us use our money in a way that draws the church family together
I. Understand the Place of Finances in the Plan and Purpose of God
A. A regular theme in the Old Testament
Ezra 1:5-6 - Then the heads of fathers’ households of Judah and Benjamin and the priests and the Levites arose, even everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up and rebuild the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.  All those about them encouraged them with articles of silver, with gold, with goods, with cattle and with valuables, aside from all that was given as a freewill offering.
Ezra 2:68-69 - Some of the heads of fathers’ households, when they arrived at the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem, offered willingly for the house of God to restore it on its foundation. According to their ability they gave to the treasury for the work 61,000 gold drachmas and 5,000 silver minas and 100 priestly garments.
B. On the day of the birth of the church
Acts 2:43-45 - Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.
II. Look for Needs and Opportunities to be Generous and Faithful
A. Setting of the early church
B. For us today
1. Regular ministries of the church
2. Our mission’s ministries
3. Our special ministry blessings

4. Our upcoming project at Purdue
5. Special community opportunities
Matthew 5:16 - Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
Titus 3:14 - Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruitful.
III. Choose to be like Barnabas

A. Known for the way he cared for and encouraged others
Acts 4:36 - Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the apostles (which translated means Son of Encouragement)…
B. Willingly sold an asset to help the church further its mission
Acts 4:37 - and who owned a tract of land, sold it and brought the money…
C. Trusted the church family for the way the funds would be invested in kingdom use
Acts 4:37 - brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
IV. Heed the Warning of Ananias and Sapphira
A. Their sin was not in withholding a portion of the proceeds
B. The issue was the fact that they lied and said they did one thing when in fact they had done something else
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