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Forgiving One Another
Ephesians 4:31-32

3 truths to understand and apply as we forgive
I. The Basis of Forgiveness
A.  The context of the epistle
1. Theologically: the major penalty of sin is separation from our God; Forgiveness releases us from this penalty 
Ephesians 2:13—But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
Jeremiah 31:34— They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”
Isaiah 59:2— But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.
 B. The immediate context
Ephesians 4:22-24—that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the new self…
C. Defined
Ephesians 4:31-32—Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
forgive (Gr: charisomenoi)—being gracious to one another…
D. Applied 
Matthew 6:9-15—Pray, then, in this way: “Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions. 
Luke 17:3-4—Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, “I repent,” forgive him.
Luke 6:37—Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; [a]pardon, and you will be pardoned.
1 John 1:9—If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
E. Promises of forgiveness
1. I will not dwell on this incident. 
2. I will not bring this incident up and use it against you. 
3. I will not talk to others about this incident. 
4. I will not allow this incident to stand between us or hinder our personal relationship.[footnoteRef:1]
 [1:  From the Peacemaker Ministries pamphlet Peacemaking Principles: Responding to Conflict Biblically.] 

F. When should you forgive?
Mark 11:25— Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions. 
1. Interpretation issues
John MacArthur: “It is a mistake to assume that verses like Luke 17:3 (“If your brother sins, rebuke him”) and Matthew 18:15 (“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault,” NIV) are absolute prescriptions for every kind of transgression. If we were obligated to confront one another for every paltry misdeed, we would be doing little else.  “Indeed, Scripture gives us another principle for dealing with vast majority of petty infractions: overlook the offense. Forgive unilaterally, unconditionally. Grant pardon freely and unceremoniously. Love demands this. “Keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8). “Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all transgressions” (Prov. 10:12). “He who covers a transgression seeks love” (Prov. 17:9). Love “does not take into account a wrong suffered … [but] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Cor. 13:5-7). The New International Version renders 1 Corinthians 13:5 this way: “[Love] keeps no record of wrongs.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:   John MacArthur, The Freedom and Power of Forgiveness (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1998), 120.] 

Jay Adams: “It is clear that forgiveness—promising another never to bring up his offense again to use it against him—is conditioned on the offender’s willingness to confess it as sin and to seek forgiveness. You are not obligated to forgive an unrepentant sinner, but you are obligated try to bring him to repentance. All the while you must entertain a genuine hope and willingness to forgive the other and a desire to be reconciled to him or her. Because this teaching runs counter to much teaching in the modern church, it is important to understand it. Such forgiveness is modeled after God’s forgiveness which is unmistakably conditioned on repentance and faith.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Jay Adams, From Forgiven to Forgiving: Learning to Forgive One Another God’s Way (Amityville, NY: Calvary Press, 1994), 36.] 

2. Observations
a. Not only is forgiveness gracious, it is also a commitment.
b. Forgiveness is a promise to pardon another.
c. Be careful and intentional about doing what God requires in every situation.  
d. The process begins when another person sins against you.
e. You have a responsibility to speak to the person who sinned against you.

Ephesians 4:26-27—Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity. 

f. The person who sinned has a responsibility to repent. Then the person who was sinned against has the responsibility to forgive, as often as necessary.

II. The Focus of Forgiveness
A. Relationships
Ephesians 4:32— “Forgiving one another…”
B. Ministry
Ephesians 4:17-20—So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. But you did not learn Christ in this way…
[bookmark: _GoBack]C. What if “ I don’t feel like it”?
Ephesians 4:22-24—…that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 
Principle: forgiveness is not a feeling, nor forgetting, or excusing.  It is a decision, an act of the will.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ernie Baker, Forgiveness, BCDA SoCal Beginning Conference] 

III. The Model of Forgiveness
A. Christ our example
Ephesians 4:32b—“just as God in Christ also has forgiven you”
Psalm 103:12—As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us. 
Psalm 86:5—For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon You. 
Colossians 3:13—…bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 
B. If the bigger offense against God has been forgiven, who are we to hold on to the lesser offense? 
Matthew 18:21—Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus *said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.
Matthew 18:27—And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. 
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