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Sincere Love for the Brethren
Romans 16:1-24
4 ways Paul shows his love for the Brethren 
I. Through commendation
Romans 16:1-2—I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea; 2 that you receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and that you help her in whatever matter she may have need of you; for she herself has also been a helper of many, and of myself as well.
A. Phoebe (meaning “bright and radiant”)
1. Sister in Christ
Ephesians 2:19—So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household
2. Servant (Diakonos)—from which we get the word deacon. The women in the early church provided care for the sick, the poor, strangers passing through, and imprisoned; discipled new women believers; and instructed children and other women.  
1 Timothy 3:11—Women must likewise be dignified, not malicious gossips, but temperate, faithful in all things.
a. Entrusted with carrying this letter to the church at Rome
b. Travel would have been very difficult
c. Letters of commendation were necessary
Matthew 25:35-40—For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? 38 And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39 When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’
3. Helper
a. She was highly esteemed
b. Used her influence and financial means to help
II. Through greetings
Romans 16:3-16—Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who for my life risked their own necks, to whom not only do I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles; 5 also greet the church that is in their house. Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the first convert to Christ from Asia. 6 Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners, who are outstanding among the apostles, who also [f]were in Christ before me. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and Stachys my beloved. 10 Greet Apelles, the approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the household of Aristobulus. 11 Greet Herodion, my kinsman. Greet those of the household of Narcissus, who are in the Lord. 12 Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, workers in the Lord. Greet Persis the beloved, who has worked hard in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, a choice man in the Lord, also his mother and mine. 14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the brethren with them. 15 Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the [g]saints who are with them. 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.
Prisca and Aquila, Acts 18:1-3—After these things he left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. He came to them, 3 and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and they were working, for by trade they were tent-makers.
Andronicus and Junias, 2 Corinthians 11:23—Are they servants of Christ?—I speak as if insane—I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death.
Ampliatus, Philippians 4:22—All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar’s household.
Greet one another with a holy kiss
1 Corinthians 16:20—All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.
2 Corinthians 13:12—Greet one another with a holy kiss.
1 Peter 5:14—Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be to you all who are in Christ.
Acts 20:36-38—When he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 And they began to weep aloud and embraced Paul, and repeatedly kissed him, 38 grieving especially over the word which he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they were accompanying him to the ship.
John 13:35—By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
III. Through warning 

Romans 16:17-20—Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 18 For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 19 For the report of your obedience has reached to all; therefore I am rejoicing over you, but I want you to be wise in what is good and innocent in what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.  The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.
Titus 3:9—But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless.
2 Timothy 2:23—But refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce quarrels.
Acts 20:27-32—For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears. 32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
Matthew 7:15-16—Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?
A. Two reasons to turn away from false teachers
1. Because they have wrong motives

2 Timothy 3:7-8—always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of depraved mind, rejected in regard to the faith.
2 Peter 1:20-2:3—But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.  But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.
Titus 1:10-11—For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain.
2. Because they are always deceptive and destructive
2 Corinthians 11:13-15—For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.
Matthew 10:16—Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves.
Romans 12:9—Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.
IV. Through fellow co-laborers 

Romans 16:21-24—Timothy my fellow worker greets you, and so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my kinsmen.  22 I, Tertius, who write this letter, greet you in the Lord. 23 Gaius, host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the city treasurer greets you, and Quartus, the brother. 24 [The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.]
Timothy, Philippians 2:22—But you know of his proven worth, that he served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father.
Tertius, 1 Corinthians 16:19-21—The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Prisca greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their house. 20 All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. 21 The greeting is in my own hand—Paul.

Gaius Titius Justus, Acts 18:7—Then he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next to the synagogue.
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
¢bridgewcfer
community church

bridgewatercc.org




