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The Gospel of John:
Feeding the Multitude
John 6:1-15
Context
Jesus left Judea at the end of John 5 and made His way (with His disciples) to the northern region of Israel to Galilee.  The time frame was at least several months (perhaps 6 or more) before the events of John 6.  During that time, Jesus was ministering to many people through signs and wonders (v2) that the Father had given Him to do. 

John 5:36—But the testimony which I have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish—the very works that I do—testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me.

John 14:11—Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves. 

Jesus met a need with His miracles.  He healed the sick, raised the dead, cast out demons.  These were not necessarily sensational miracles; rather, works that met the needs of hurting people.  What He did, He did as an act of compassion.  The text this morning met the need of a crowd that would have gone away hungry.  

All that Jesus did was to validate His words and His message, but they refused to believe Him (John 5:16-47).  Chapter 6 is not dissimilar to chapter 5 in that it provides a miracle leading to a discourse on His deity, followed by a rejection of His message.  

· It is the fourth sign that John records proving His deity
· It demonstrates Jesus’ creative power in an extraordinary way
· Apart from the resurrection, this is the only miracle John records that are in the synoptic gospels
· It is the largest of Jesus’ miracles in sheer numbers—the crowd is not just observing, they are participants/recipients 
· It sets the stage for the discourse on the bread of life (v 22ff)

4 ways the story unfolds
I. The large crowd, vv 1-4
John 6:1-4—After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (or Tiberias). 2 A large crowd followed Him, because they saw the signs which He was performing on those who were sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near.

A. The setting

1. Time: after these things—several months have passed

2. Location: other side of the Sea of Galilee—eastern side of the lake; more remote and less people

3. Reason: Why this location?

a. The need for rest

Mark 6:31-32—And He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while.” (For there were many people coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat.) 32 They went away in the boat to a secluded place by themselves.

b. The 12 disciples set out and returned (Mark 6:7-13, 30)

c. Jesus was teaching and preaching (Matthew 11:1)

d. [bookmark: _GoBack]JTB’s death 

Matthew 14:13-14—Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from there in a boat to a secluded place by Himself; and when the people heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities. 14 When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick.

B. Although seeking rest, a large crowd followed from the surrounding cities

Mark 6:33—The people saw them going, and many recognized them and ran there together on foot from all the cities, and got there ahead of them. 

C. Motivated by their own personal gain

1. Thrill seekers
2. Physical healings (v 2)

D. They sought physical healing, not spiritual healing

E. They sought His works, not His words (v 66)

II. The skeptical disciples, vv5-9

John 6:5-9—Therefore Jesus, lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was coming to Him, said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?” 6 This He was saying to test him, for He Himself knew what He was intending to do. 7 Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, for everyone to receive a little.” 8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, 9 “There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are these for so many people?” 

A. Their solution was to send them away

Matthew 14:15—When it was evening, the disciples came to Him and said, “This place is desolate and the hour is already late; so send the crowds away, that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”

B. Jesus’ solution was different 

1. Why Phillip? 

Not entirely clear; perhaps he was the administrator of the 12 arranging such details

2. Why questions?

a. Jesus doesn’t ask questions for information (2:25; 21:17)

b. He was testing them
Dilemmas in life are a way in which God tests and strengthens our faith
James 1:2-4—Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
1 Peter 1:6-7—In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ
3. His point: this is an impossible situation (humanly speaking)
C. Their faith was lacking, v7

1. Jesus sends them out to the crowd to find food

Mark 6:38—And He said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go look!” And when they found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.”
	
2. Phillip saw no viable solution

a. A denarius—one days wage for a common laborer (Matthew 20:2)
b. 200 denarii = 8 months wages

3. Andrew offered some “meager” solution, v 9
4. None of them looked to Jesus to provide
III. The miraculous meal, vv10-13

John 6:10-13—Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and having given thanks, He distributed to those who were seated; likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted. 12 When they were filled, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments so that nothing will be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten. 
A. Jesus instructs them
B. He does not reprimand them
Their faith may have failed, but their obedience did not, and despite their doubts they followed the Lord’s instructions.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  MacArthur, p. 223.] 

C. The details

1. They sit down—grouped in 50-100 (Mark 6:40)
2. There was much grass (Passover was in March or April—during the spring)
3. 5,000 men (not counting women and children); likely 15-20,000 total
4. He does not create all the food immediately, but continually broke it and kept giving
Mark 6:41—And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the food and broke the loaves and He kept giving them to the disciples to set before them; and He divided up the two fish among them all. 

D. Jesus doesn’t need them to distribute the food; He chooses to use them. Why? He often uses weak feeble humans to administer His plan.  

1 Corinthians 1:27—…but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong

E. They ate until they were full v11

F. They gathered the leftover fragments so as not to waste vv12-13

1. The leftovers far exceeded the initial amount
2. The exactness of the miracle extends to the remains—12 baskets for 12 disciples for their next meal
G. Reminiscent of God’s provision of food to the Israelites in the wilderness
IV. The wrong desire, vv14-15
John 6:14-15—Therefore when the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 So Jesus, perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force to make Him king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone.
1. They identified Jesus as The prophet from of old
Deuteronomy 18:15-19—“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him. 16 This is according to all that you asked of the LORD your God in Horeb on the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, let me not see this great fire anymore, or I will die.’ 17 The LORD said to me, ‘They have spoken well. 18 I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19 It shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him.

2. They wanted an earthly King

a. Many were likely on their way to the Passover (v 4)
b. Passover was remembering God’s deliverance from Egypt
c. Likely a nationalistic fervor for a king (v 15)
d. Their King would meet their physical needs: food and physical health
e. He would free them from the yoke of Roman oppression

3. People do not come to Jesus on their terms; they come to Him on His. 

4. How are we to come?
a. Mourn over our sin (Matthew 5:4)
b. Repent (Matthew 4:17)
c. Believe
d. Recognize Him as THE sovereign Lord (Romans 10:9)
e. Complete obedience (John 14:15, 21)

1 John 5:3—For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.
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