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Faith without Works is Dead 
James 2:14-26
3 ways in which our faith has to be lived out

I. Make sure you have genuine faith
Faith (4102/pistis) is always a gift from God, and never something that can be produced by people. In short, 4102/pistis ("faith") for the believer is "God's divine persuasion" – and therefore distinct from human belief (confidence), yet involving it. The Lord continuously births faith in the yielded believer so they can know what He prefers, i.e. the persuasion of His will (1 Jn 5:4).[footnoteRef:1] [1: Strong’s Concordance] 

James 2:14—Can that faith save him?
James 2:17—Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
James 2:20—But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?
James 2:26—For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
A. Genuine faith makes a difference

What we do reveals who we are.[footnoteRef:2]
 [2:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary—James, p. 119] 

B. Genuine faith has a right understanding 

C. Genuine faith does not have an inadequate commitment 
James 2:19—You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-6—Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.
Matthew 8:28-29—When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men who were demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs. They were so extremely violent that no one could pass by that way. And they cried out, saying, “What business do we have with each other, Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 7:21-27—Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?” And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.” Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell — and great was its fall.
II. Know the connection between faith and works
James 2:20—But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?
Romans 3:28—For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.
2 Peter 1:10—Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you [make your call and election sure, NKJV]; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble
James 2:24—You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.
Ephesians 2:8-10—For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
1 John 5:13—These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.
III. Learn from those who have gone before in exercising faith
James 2:24—You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.
1 Timothy 3:16—By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.
A. Abraham

James 2:21-24— Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God. 24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.

B. Rahab
James 2:25-26—In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
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