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Living Life Together
Proclaiming the Name[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr. Mark Dutton] 

Introduction: 

 “I will preach until I die.” 

What we may perceive as obstacles to evangelism are merely opportunities in disguise. When you come up against opposition, do you give up too easily? Or can you persevere and find another way for the gospel message to advance?– Voice of the Martyrs 
 
1st Amendment: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble…‖ 

Matthew 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 

Q: What are you doing to “Proclaim the Name” of Jesus?  
Q: When is the last time you shared the Gospel with someone? 
Q: What steps of growth are you willing to take in order to be more effective at “Proclaiming the Name”? 

4 lessons to help us be more effective as we seek to “Proclaim the Name” 

I. We Tend to Underestimate Our Influence – v. 12-16 
 
A. Their faithful service for the Lord promoted their influence – v. 12-13 

Remember you are God’s sword, His instrument—I trust a chosen vessel unto Him to bear His name. In great measure, according to the purity and perfections of the instrument, will be the success. It is not great talents God blesses so much as great likeness to Jesus. A holy minister is an awful weapon in the hands of God.‖ – Andrew A. Bonar 2 [footnoteRef:2] [2:  1MacArthur, John: Acts. Chicago : Moody Press, 1994
] 


B. The result of their efforts – v. 14-16 

1. More people believed in the Lord on a regular basis – v. 14 

2. Lives were being impacted spiritually and physically. – v. 15 

Q: What does this communicate to us as a church? 

3. The church’s influence was spreading beyond Jerusalem – v. 16 
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. 

II. We Can Expect to Face Opposition – v. 17-18 

A. Motivated by jealousy 

A pure, powerful church will inevitably provoke a hostile reaction from the satanic world system. Successful Christians and churches will make waves, and the world and Satan will retaliate with persecution.[footnoteRef:3] [3: Ibid. ] 


B. Motivated by control 

* Lesson: When proud people don’t get their way, they seek control…at any price! 

III. We Need to Realize God is in Control – v. 19-20 

Psalm 115:3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases. 

A. God has to power to do whatever He wants to do. 

B. God has a message for us to proclaim. 

message of life = refers to the Gospel 

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

John 3:17 "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” 

2 Corinthians 5:15 and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 


IV. We Need to Be Obedient to God’s Command – v. 21-42 

A. Start early and communicate clearly – v. 21a 

“Obey God and leave the consequences to Him!” -- Warren Wiersbe

Q: What are you willing to risk to “Proclaim the Name” of Christ? 

B. Anticipate our obedience being perplexing to the lost – v. 21b-28 

*Perplexity can be motivated by guilt. 

C. Decide who you are going to obey – v. 29-32 

D. Accept the truth that choices have consequences – v. 33-40 

E. Don’t quit no matter what happens – v. 40-42 

Conclusion: 

Q: What are you willing to do to help you be more effective at “Proclaiming the Name” of Jesus?
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