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Humility Toward One Another
1 Peter 5:1-11
3 truths on how to show humility toward one another
I. The put off—our natural selfish response 
I Peter 5:8—Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
James 4:6-7—But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
1 Timothy 3:6—and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 
A. Responding with pride 
“It’s the mindset of self, the pursuit of self-exaltation, a desire to control all things for self….Pride can be labeled as ‘practical atheism”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Stuart Scott, Pride and Humility] 

B. Responding with anxiety 
Matthew 6:31-33—Do not worry then, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear for clothing?” For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
If pride is a complete anti-God state of mind, then worry its “child”, is for those functioning as spiritual orphans - as if they do not have a Heavenly Father.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. ] 

C. Pride is the antithesis of grace
Proverbs 11:2—When pride comes, then comes dishonor, But with the humble is wisdom
Proverbs 29:23—A man’s pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will obtain honor.
D. Anxiety functionally refuses to believe in a good God
Proverbs 3:5-6— Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.
II. The put on—humility 
A. Clothe yourselves with humility
“…and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another.”
Humility: “Stop trying to save yourself, rely on God’s salvation, and start turning your attention to loving (and hence ‘saving’) others.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid. ] 

1 Peter 2:21-25—For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.
Ephesians 4:2—with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,
Philippians 2:3—Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;
Colossians 3:12—So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;
B. Casting all your anxieties on Him
“…casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.”
III. The fruit of humility—new birth and eternal life
A. Trusting in God’s finished work vs our insufficient attempts to save ourselves
1 Peter 1:3-4—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you…
1 Peter 3:8-9—To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.
1 Peter 5:1—I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed…
1 Corinthians 1:28-29—and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God.
B. Trusting in God’s glorious provisions vs our insecure earthly pleasures and treasures
1 Peter 5:4—And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
1 Peter 5:6—Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time…
1 Peter 5:10—After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.
James 3:13—Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.
2 Chronicles 7:14—and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
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