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The Holiness of God 

Philippians 3:10 - that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings... 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 - Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me... 
Romans 11:36 - For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon – “Oh, there is, in contemplating Christ, a balm for every wound; in musing on the Father, there is a quietus for every grief; and in the influence of the Holy Ghost, there is a balsam for every sore. Would you lose your sorrows? Would you drown your cares? Then go, plunge yourself in the Godhead's deepest sea; be lost in his immensity; and you shall come forth as from a couch of rest, refreshed and invigorated. I know nothing which can so comfort the soul; so calm the swelling billows of grief and sorrow; so speak peace to the winds of trial, as a devout musing upon the subject of the Godhead. “ 
4 lessons about God’s character from the ministry of Isaiah: 
I. One of God’s Central Attributes is His Holiness 
Isaiah 6:3 - And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.” 
A. The meaning of the word 
Hebrew qadosh – noun - marked off, withdrawn from common, ordinary use 
verb – to cut off, to separate 
1 Samuel 2:2 - There is no one holy like the Lord, Indeed, there is no one besides You, nor is there any rock like our God. 
Exodus 15:11 - Who is like You among the gods, O Lord? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in praises, working wonders? 
B. 2 Important Emphases 

1. He is completely separated from anything or anyone that is sinful
James 1:13 - Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 
Habakkuk 1:13 - Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You can not look on wickedness with favor. 
Millard Ericksen – “This means that He is untouched and unstained by the evil in the world.” 
2. He is positively pure in every conceivable way 
Charles Ryrie – “An analogy may help in understanding this concept. What does it mean to be healthy? It is the absence of illness, but also a positive infusion of energy. Holiness is the absence of evil and the presence of positive right. In God, His holiness is a purity of being and nature as well as of will and act.” 
1 Chronicles 16:10 - Glory in His holy name; Let the heart of those who seek the Lord be glad. 
A. W. Tozer – “Neither the writer nor the reader of these words is qualified to appreciate the holiness of God. Quite literally a channel must be cut through the desert of our minds to allow the sweet waters of truth that will heal our great sickness to flow in. We cannot grasp the true meaning of the divine holiness by thinking of someone or something very pure and then raising the concept to the highest degree we are capable of. God’s holiness is not simply the best we know infinitely bettered. We know nothing like the divine holiness. It stands apart, unique, unapproachable, incomprehensible, and unattainable. The natural man is blind to it. He may fear God’s power and admire His wisdom, but His holiness he cannot even imagine. 
II. Thoughtful People Respond to this Doctrine with Repentance 
A. Personally 
verse 5 – Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips... 
1. with a heart of thanksgiving 
Psalm 30:4 - Sing praise to the Lord, you His godly ones, and give thanks to His holy name. 
2. with a heart of praise 
Psalm 99:3 - Let them praise Your great and awesome name; Holy is He. 
3. with a heart of trust 
Psalm 33:21 - For our heart rejoices in Him, because we trust in His holy name. 
Psalm 47:8 - God reigns over the nations, God sits on His holy throne. 
4. with an understanding that your position before God must change
Isaiah 59:2 - But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear. 
5. with an understanding that your practice before God and others can/must change 
Ephesians 1:4 - just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 
1 Peter 1:15-16 - but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 
1 Thessalonians 3:13 – so that He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. 

B. Corporately 
verse 5b – I live among a people of unclean lips. 
Colossians 1:22 - yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach 
Ephesians 5:27 - that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 
III. God’s Holiness Includes His Willingness to Forgive 
A. For Isaiah 
Isaiah 6:6-7 - Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.” 
B. For us 
Hebrews 9:12 – and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 
IV. Persons Properly Impacted by the Holiness of God Are Qualified to Serve 

Isaiah 6:8 - Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”
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