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Pleasing God in Hard Times
1 Peter 1:1-4

Author & Date:	Peter, A.D. 64–65.
Background: When the city of Rome burned, it is believed that the emperor Nero set the fire because of his incredible lust to build.  Many were homeless and hopeless and angry.  Nero redirected the hostility toward the Christians whom he blamed.
Purpose: Since the believers addressed were suffering escalating persecution (1:6; 2:12,19–21; 3:9,13–18; 4:1,12–16,19), the purpose of this letter was to teach them how to live victoriously in the midst of that hostility: 1) without losing hope; 2) without becoming bitter; 3) while trusting in their Lord; and 4) while looking for His second coming. Peter wished to impress on his readers that by living an obedient, victorious life under duress, a Christian can actually evangelize his hostile world (cf. 1:14; 2:1,12,15; 3:1–6,13–17; 4:2; 5:8,9).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John MacArthur, First Peter Commentary] 


3 truths to recall when times are tough
I. God fills us with joy and peace—even to imperfect people
Romans 15:13 - Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
II. Remember that God has not abandoned you during the suffering
A.  To those who reside as aliens (v. 1)
Matthew 10:24-25 - A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master. It is enough for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the slave like his master. If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign the members of his household! 
B. scattered throughout
1 Peter 1:1 - …scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia… 
C. Chosen because of His longstanding love 
1 Peter 1:1-2 - …who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father…
Ephesians 1:4 - just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world… 
D. Set apart work of God on your behalf
1 Peter 1:2 - by the sanctifying work of the Spirit…
Ephesians 1:18-19 - I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know…what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. 
E. Believing and obeying—incredible significance
1 Peter 1:2 - …to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood…
1 John 5:13 - These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.
2 Timothy 1:12-14 - For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day. Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you. 
F. living well because of His great mercies shown
1 Peter 1:3 - …God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
III. For the believer, God promises incredible blessings
A. An inheritance awaits
1 Peter 1:4 - to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 
B. We are protected by the power of God
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Peter 1:5 - who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
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