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Building Core Strength
The Strength of Forgiveness[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Steve Viars] 

Luke 15:1-32
Hebrews 12:1 - Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us
“It is significant that Jesus attracted sinners while the Pharisees repelled them (What does that say about some of our churches today?)  Lost sinners came to Jesus, not because He catered to them or because He compromised His message, but because He cared for them.  He understood their needs and tried to help them, while the Pharisees criticized them and kept their distance.  The Pharisees had a knowledge of the Old Testament Law and a desire for personal purity, yet they had no love for lost souls.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Warren Wiersbe] 

3 principles to help us be forgiving people, and a forgiving church
I. Understand the Lengths to Which God Goes to Rescue and Restore People
A. The son’s sin
1. Demanded his inheritance – v. 12
Thomas Huxley – “A man’s worst difficulties begin when he is able to do just as he likes.”
2. Squandered it with loose living – v. 13
3. Became impoverished – v. 14
4. Became enslaved – v. 15
John 8:34 - Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.”
Luke 15:16 - And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to him.
5. Was starving and alone – v. 16
B. The fathers’ grace
1. The context
2. The earthly father
3. The heavenly father
John 7:17 - If anyone is willing to do His will, he will know of the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speak from Myself.
II. Follow God’s Example When a Person Repents
A. The nature of the son’s repentance
1. He came to his senses – v. 17
Matthew 5:3-6 - Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
Romans 5:20 - ...where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,
Romans 8:29 - For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son...
2. He changed his view of his father – v. 17
3. He planned his words – v. 18-19
a. Father, I have sinned against heaven (against God)
b. I have sinned in your sight (against you)
c. I am no longer worthy to be called your son
d. May I have a job and be one of your hired men?


B. The nature of the Father’s forgiveness
1. Expectant – v. 20
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him...
2. Compassionate – v. 20
3. Quick to forgive – v. 21
4. Ready to restore – v. 22
5. Celebratory – v. 23
III. Avoid the Temptation to Withhold Grace and Refuse to Forgive
A. The older brother’s response
1. Angry – v. 28
2. Would not respond to his father’s plea – v. 28
3. Self-righteous – v. 29
I have never neglected a command of yours.
4. Selfish – v. 29
for so many years I have been serving you...you never gave me a young goat so that I could celebrate with my friends...
James Boice – “...we have within us the spirit of a hired servant, who works for money, rather than the spirit of a son, who works because he loves his father...”
5. Hateful – v. 30
this son of yours
B. Lessons for today
1. Be ready to rejoice when a person comes to Christ, regardless of his/her past
“Lord, please make bad people good and good people nice.”


[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Don’t confuse religious activity with closeness to God
Kent Hughes – “It is possible for us elder brothers to leave the Father without leaving the farm.”
“The older brother was good on the outside, but something was missing...he did not share his father’s joy.  There were no festivals in his life, no music and dancing—only serious, tedious monotony and boring, mildewed piety.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Kent Hughes] 

3. Be ready to quickly forgive others when they repent
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