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The Untamable Tongue
James 3:1-12
3 truths about our words

Proverbs 18:21—Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit. 

Proverbs 26:28—A lying tongue hates those it crushes, and a flattering mouth works ruin. 

Psalm 5:9—There is nothing reliable in what they say; their inward part is destruction itself. Their throat is an open grave; they flatter with their tongue.

I. Your words have power

A. They have influence on others

[bookmark: _GoBack]James 3:1–2—Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment. 2 For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well. 

B. They set the course of your life

James 3:3-4—Now if we put the bits into the horses’ mouths so that they will obey us, we direct their entire body as well. 4 Look at the ships also, though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the inclination of the pilot desires.

C. They can cause major havoc 

James 3:5-6—So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.

Psalm 120:3–4—What shall be given to you, and what more shall be done to you, You deceitful tongue? 4 Sharp arrows of the warrior, With the burning coals of the broom tree. 

Proverbs 16:27—A worthless man digs up evil, While his words are like scorching fire. 
II. You can’t tame your tongue alone

A. It’s not possible to do it yourself 

James 3:7-8—For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by the human race. 8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison.

James 1:26—If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless.

B. It has to include the Redeemer

James 3:-9-10—With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; 10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way. 

1 Peter 2:22–23—who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

C. It requires heart change

James 3:11-12—Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh.

Matthew 12:33–37— “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. 34 “You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. 35 “The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. 36 “But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment. 37 “For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” 

John 7:38—“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 
III. There is hope to overcome

A. The encouragement of blessing

James 3:2—If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.

Proverbs 18:21—Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.

B. The encouragement of blessing others

Proverbs 10:20-21—The tongue of the righteous is as choice silver, The heart of the wicked is worth little. The lips of the righteous feed many, But fools die for lack of understanding.

· A fountain of life (v. 11)—The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but violence overwhelms the mouth of the wicked

· Discerning lips (v. 13)—Wisdom is found on the lips of the discerning, but a rod is for the back of him who lacks judgment

· Holds his tongue (v. 19)—When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise

· Choice silver (v. 20)—The tongue of the righteous is choice silver, but the heart of the wicked is of little value

· Nourishes many (v. 21)—The lips of the righteous nourish many, but fools die for lack of judgment

· Brings forth wisdom (v. 31)—The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but a perverse tongue will be cut out

· Knows what is fitting (v. 32)—The lips of the righteous know what is fitting, but the mouth of the wicked only what is perverse[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Tremendous Power of Our Words, Debbie Przybylski.  www.crosswalk.com ] 


Ephesians 4:15–16—but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 

Ephesians 4:29—Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 

C. The encouragement of blessing His name

Hebrew 5:7—In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety.

Hebrews 13:15—Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 
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