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 Get in the Game 
The mission of Bridgewater Community Church is to glorify God by winning people to Jesus Christ and equipping them to be more faithful disciples. 

3 ways you can get in the game: 

I. By Confirming Your Position 
Matthew 7:21‐23 ‐ Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?” And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.” 

A. Are you sure you know Christ? 
1. You’ve always been a Christian 
Ephesians 2:1‐3 ‐ And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 
Romans 3:23 ‐ for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 
2. You are going to earn your way to heaven by being a good person 
Ephesians 2:8‐9 ‐ For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
2 Peter 1:10 ‐ Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 
1 John 5:13 ‐ These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 
B. Are you preaching the gospel to yourself every day? 
1. I have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ – 1:3 
2. I was chosen for the team before the foundation of the world – 1:4 
3. I’ve been adopted into His family – 1:5 
4. I can live to the praise of the glory of God’s grace – 1:6 
5. I was redeemed through Jesus’ shed blood – 1:7 
6. I have been forgiven of my sin – 1:7 
7. My relationship with God is sealed by the Holy Spirit – 1:13 
This book is offered as a handy guide to help Christians experience the gospel more fully by preaching it to themselves every day. It is also offered as a correction to a costly mistake made by Christians who view the gospel that has fully served out its purpose the moment they believed in Jesus for salvation (p. 5). 
Romans 1:15 ‐ So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 
Matthew 16:24 ‐ Then Jesus said to His disciples, if anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 
Ephesians 2:5 ‐ even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved) 
C. Have you publicly proclaimed that you are on the team? 
1. By being baptized 
Ephesians 4:4‐5 ‐ There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism 
Matthew 28:19‐20 ‐ Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. 
2. By becoming a member of a local church 
Acts 2:41 ‐ So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls. 
II. By Committing Yourself to the Mission of the Team 
A. Considering it a privilege to be called 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ephesians 4:1 ‐ Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called 
B. Valuing the unity we enjoy in Christ 
Ephesians 4:3 ‐ being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
C. Understanding the uniqueness of what you bring to the team 
Ephesians 4:7 ‐ But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
At weddings, birthdays, Christmas, and other such occasions, we often get gifts for which we have no use. We put them in a drawer, store them in the garage, or later give them to someone else. But God never gives such gifts. Each of His gifts is exactly what we need to fulfill our work for Him. We never get the wrong gift, or too much or too little of it. When the Holy Spirit gave us our gift, He presented us with precisely the right blend of abilities and enablement we need to serve God. Not only does our unique giftedness make us an irreplaceable member of Christ’s Body but it is a mark of God’s great love to single each of us out for unique blessing and ministry. 
Not to use our gift is an affront to God’s wisdom, a rebuff of His love and grace, and a loss to His church. We did not determine our gift, deserve it, or earn it. But we all have a gift from the Lord, and if we do not use it, His work is weakened and His heart is grieved. The intent of the text before us is to reveal the balanced relationship between the oneness of believers and their individuality which contributes to that oneness. (John MacArthur, Ephesians, p. 137) 
D. By wanting to improve the way to play your position 
Ephesians 4:11‐12 ‐ And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ 
III. By looking Forward to the Joy of the Win 

Ephesians 4:16 ‐ from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
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