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God’s Plan in Suffering Series
Reassurance in God’s Grace and Salvation
1 Peter 1:3-12
Background:

Peter – v.1 
reside as aliens – v.1
scattered – v. 1
may grace and peace be yours in fullest measure, v. 2

I. Peter’s Doxology (vv.3-5)

The traditional doxology written in 1674 in England:
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow
Praise Him, all creatures here below
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Ephesians 1:3 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Romans 11:36 - For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

Ephesians 5:14 - Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.

1Tim 3:16 - He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 
II. Suffering as part of the Christian life (6-9)

In the midst of hard times

1 Peter 1:6 - …you have been distressed by various trials

poikilos – "many colored"
You can have Amazing Joy

Greatly 
v. 6 – in this you greatly rejoice
v. 8 – you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible

2. 	Joy beyond words
v. 8 – joy inexpressible

anaklaleto – "higher than speech"

Joy because of where it comes from 

John 15:11 - These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full. 

“Salvation joy is not some brief, shallow, circumstantial emotion, but rather something permanent and profound.  Mere happiness comes from positive external events, but salvation joy results from the deep-rooted confidence that one possesses eternal life from the living God through the crucified and risen Christ, which joy will be fully realized in the glory of heaven.” (John MacArthur, 1 Peter, p. 40)

Joy because of the right perspective

1 Peter 1:6 - In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while…

Romans 8:18 - For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

Psalm 30:5 - …Weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning. 


A. Demonstrating the genuineness of your faith and the certainty of your salvation.  

1 Peter 1:7 - so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
 
Believing without seeing defines our faith

1 Peter 1:8 - and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him… 

John 20:29 - Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” 

Includes the whole person

1 Peter 1:9 – obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.  
 
III. The privilege of living in the Christian era (10-12)

The prophets predicted this kind of grace

1 Peter 1:10 - As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries, 

1 Peter 1:11 - …what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 

The prophets were not writing only for themselves, but for us, the recipients of the gospel of grace

1 Peter 1:12 - It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things into which angels long to look. 



1 Peter 1:23-25 - for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God. For, “All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls off, but the word of the Lord endures forever.”  And this is the word which was preached to you. 

Psalm 73:26 - My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
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