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Love’s Characteristics: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Love is Not Easily Provoked
I Cor 13:1-8
Luke 15:13-24—The Prodigal Son.  
Hebrews 4:12—For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
Love’s Characteristics to keep Sinful Anger in Check
I. Don't Be Easily Provoked
A. The Meaning—to cause a state of inward arousal, urge on, stimulate, esp. provoke to wrath, irritate.
B. Biblical Examples
1. Paul was provoked
Acts 17:16—Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was being provoked within him as he was observing the city full of idols. 
2. Jesus was provoked
Matthew 21:12—And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves. 
“The being provoked that Paul is talking about here has to do with things done against us or that are personally offensive. Love does not get angry at others when they say or do something that displeases us or when they prevent us from having our own way (cf. 1 Pet. 2:21-24). Love never reacts in self-defense or retaliation. Being provoked is the other side of seeking one’s own way. The person who is intent on having his own way is easily provoked, easily angered.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John MacArthur, Commentary on 1 Corinthians
] 

C. Avoid being provoked
1. Putting it off and putting on these characteristics of love
2. Allowing the Truth of Scripture to help you
Proverbs 25:28—a city that is broken into and without walls is a man who has no control over his spirit. 
James 1:19—This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; 
3. Being mindful of its impact on others
Ephesians 6:4—Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 
4. View it as an opportunity to be Christ like 
Isaiah 53:7—He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth. 
John 19:8-10—Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid; and he entered into the Praetorium again and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. So Pilate said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?” 
II. Don't Keep a Record of Wrongs
A. The Meaning—1) to determine by mathematical process, reckon, calculate; 2) to give careful thought to a matter, think (about), consider, ponder, let one’s mind dwell on; 3) to hold a view about something, think, believe, be of the opinion.
B. Biblical Example—Christ 
Romans 4:8—Blessed in the man whose sin the LORD will not take into account.
2 Corinthians 5:19—namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 
C. After repentance has occurred
2 Corinthians 2:6-9—Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by the majority, so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise such a one might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him. For to this end also I wrote, so that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things. 
Numbers 20:10-11—…and Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly before the rock. And he said to them, “Listen now, you rebels; shall we bring forth water for you out of this rock?” Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came forth abundantly, and the congregation and their beasts drank. 
Numbers 20:12—But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you have not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.”
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