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Godly vs Worldly Wisdom
James 3:13-18
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Corinthians 15:3-8—For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 
James 2:1—…our glorious Lord Jesus Christ…
What’s the difference between worldly wisdom and Godly wisdom?

I. Wisdom applied
A. Opening question 
James 3:13a—Who among you is wise and understanding?...
B. Shown by our deeds
James 3:13b—… Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 
C. Sources of wisdom 

1. It’s beginnings 
Proverbs 1:7—The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
2. Rooted in God’s Word
Deuteronomy 4:5-6—See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possess it. So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.”
3. Hidden in Christ
Colossians 2:3—…in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
1 Corinthians 1:24—…but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
1 Corinthians 1:30—But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption…
II. Worldly wisdom 
A. How it is displayed 

1. Bitter jealousy
v. 14a—But if you have bitter jealousy…
v. 16—For where jealousy…
2. Selfish ambition
James 3:14b—…and selfish ambition in your heart…
James 3:16—For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist…
3. Arrogant
James 3:14—But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant... 
4. Deceived
James 3:14—But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. 
James 1:18—In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth…
James 5:19—My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth…
B. Where it comes from 

James 3:15—This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.

1. earthly
Philippians 3:18—For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ…
Colossians 3:2—Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 
2. natural
1 Corinthians 2:14—But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. 
1 Corinthians 1:18—For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
3. demonic
2 Corinthians 11:3— But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 
Matthew 16:23—But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.”
2 Corinthians 4:3-4—And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
C. The fruit that is born
James 3:16—For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.
1. Disorder
181 /akatastasía ("commotion") generates confusion (things being "out of control"), i.e. when "up for grabs." This uncertainty and tumult inevitably generates more instability.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  HELPS Word-studies, Helps Ministries, Inc.] 

(In Contrast) 1 Corinthians 14:33—for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.
2. every evil thing
5337. phaulos—worthless, bad; Usage: worthless, wicked, base.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Strong’s Concordance] 

“…contemplate[s] evil … not from the aspect of its active or passive malignity but rather from its good-for-nothingness, the utter impossibility of any true gain ever coming forth from it…” [footnoteRef:3] [3:  R.C. Trench, Synonyms of the New Testament [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983], 317] 

III. Wisdom from above
James 3:17-18—But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
A. How it is displayed 

1. First pure
2. peaceable
3. gentle
4. reasonable
5. full of mercy and good fruits
6. unwavering
7. without hypocrisy

B. The fruit that is born

1. righteousness
2. sown in peace
3. by those who make peace
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