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Living Life Together
by Facing the Pressure that Sometimes Comes with Ministry
Matthew 25:16 - Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents.
Matthew 25:17 - In the same manner the one who had received the two talents gained two more.
Matthew 25:21 - His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful slave.” (cf. also 25:23)
Matthew 25:21b - You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master. (cf. also 25:3b).
 Matthew 25:24-25 - And the one also who had received the one talent came up and said, “Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed. And I was afraid, and went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.”
Matthew 25:26-27 - But his master answered and said to him, “You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I scattered no seed. Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would have received my money back with interest.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ephesians 4:11-12 - And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
Ephesians 4:16 - from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
5 principles to handling opposition while living and ministering for Christ
I. God Wants to Use Lay-persons in Significant Positions of Ministry
A. How this passage fits into the overall message of Acts
1. There is a sense in which this is part of the fulfillment of the promise made in Acts 1:8
Acts 1:8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.
2. A story of what happened to one of the first deacons
B. The Holy Spirit can make you into a person who is “full of grace and power”
v. 8 - “full of grace and power”
full - “pleres” – to be filled up
John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
C. The Holy Spirit can empower you to do extraordinary things
v. 8 - was performing great wonders and signs among the people
II. Don’t Be Surprised if Your Ministry for Christ is Not Universally Accepted
A. For Stephen
1. People arguing with him
Acts 6:9 - But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with Stephen.
2. People lying about him
Acts 6:11-12 - Then they secretly induced men to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God.” And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and they came up to him and dragged him away and brought him before the Council.
B. For you
1. Being misunderstood
2. Being falsely accused
3. Being harshly criticized
III. Be Prepared to Speak Lovingly and Forcefully
A. It is possible to be full of grace, and still speak the truth in a firm and direct fashion when necessary
Acts 7:51-53 - You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did. Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become; you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.
B. The more you know the truth, the more confidence you will have to speak it when appropriate
IV. Believe that God Can Help You Be Like Christ Even in Severe Circumstances
A. Stephen’s wisdom was apparent and overwhelming to those who opposed him
Acts 7:10 - and rescued him from all his afflictions, and granted him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he made him governor over Egypt and all his household.
Matthew 7:28-29 - When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.
B. His godly character was even apparent on his countenance
Acts 6:15 - And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the Council saw his face like the face of an angel.
Colossians 1:27 - to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
C. Even in the way he died
Acts 7:60 - Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep.
Luke 23:34 - But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”
V. Don’t Stop Believing that God Can Use Your Ministry in Unbelievable Ways
Acts 8:1 - Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. 
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