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Love’s Characteristics: 
Love Bears All Things
1 Cor 13:7
I. The Meaning
A. It Covers
Proverbs 10:12—Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all transgressions. 
B. It’s Provided by God
1. Passover
Exodus 12:7—Moreover, they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 
Exodus 12:13—The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
2.  Mercy Seat
Leviticus 16:11-14
3. Christ’s Sacrifice
Romans 3:23-26—for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
Romans 4:7—Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered. 
C. It Protects
Proverbs 11:13—A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret. 
Proverbs 18:8—The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to a man’s inmost parts. 
Proverbs 20:19—A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid a man who talks too much. 
Proverbs 26:20—Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down. 
II. The Understanding
A. Paul’s usage
B. Not Addressing Problems Biblically
1. Dwelling on Insignificant Issues
1 Peter 4:8 - …love covers a multitude of sins.
2. Not Confronting
Galatians 6:1 - Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one…
Luke 17:3 - Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 
3. Gossiping
Proverbs 20:19 - A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid a man who talks too much.
4. Bitter and Unforgiveness 
Ephesians 4:31-32 - Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 
1 Peter 4:7-8 - The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer. Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 
III. The Application 
A. Necessitates The Gospel
B. Requires Honest Evaluation 
2 Samuel 15:1-6
C. Control Your Tongue
James 3:5-6—See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]James 5:19-20—My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
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