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Unity—My Life for Yours
James 4:1-10
Background: The first century church was facing trials 
The trials included persecution as Christians but also interpersonal relationships
James 1:2—Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials…
James 1:19—This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger…
James 1:26—If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless.
James 2:1—My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
James 3:6—And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.
James 4:11—Do not speak against one another, brethren.
James 5:9—Do not complain, brethren, against one another…
3 ways to foster unity

I. Recognize the source of the conflict

A. Worldly desires

James 1:27—Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

James 4:4— You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

Grounded in human wisdom; evidenced by unbelief

B. Quarrels and conflicts

James 4:1—What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? 

1. Relationally 

2. Between nations (i.e. “war”, KJV)

C. Results in “murder”

James 4:2a—You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. 

D. Hostilities come from your pleasure and lustful/envious desires

James 4:1—…Is not the source your pleasures…
James 4:3—…spend it on your pleasures.
James 4:2—You lust … You are envious …

E. Heart motives drive behavior 

Matthew 6:21—…for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Cf. 15:15–20)

II. Recognize the conflict with God
The reason you have vertical conflict is because you have horizontal conflict.
James 4:4-6—You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: “He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us”? God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble
A. Spiritual “Adultery” 
Matthew 12:39—But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet”
Mark 8:38—For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”
Jeremiah 3:8—And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I had sent her away and given her a writ of divorce, yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and was a harlot also.
Ezekiel 16:32—You adulteress wife, who takes strangers instead of her husband!
Hosea 1:2—When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, [a]forsaking the LORD.”
B. Enemy of God
Jude19—These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, [b]devoid of the Spirit.
Nahum 1:2—A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; The LORD is avenging and wrathful.  The LORD takes vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies.
(Cf v.8)
Hebrews 10:31—It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
Many unbelievers claim to be sincerely searching for God and simply have not found Him yet.  But Paul, quoting David, puts a lie to that claim, saying, “There is none who seeks for God” (Rm 3:11).  Such people may well be searching for what they can get from God—His love, provision, security, hope and other blessings—but they do not want God Himself.  They want a god of their own making to do their own bidding, tolerate their sin, and take them to heaven anyway.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: James, p. 196] 

C. Disregard for Scripture
James 4:5—These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.
John 5:39-40—You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; 40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.
D. Proud—arrogantly supposing oneself to be above others
Romans 1:30—slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,
2 Timothy 3:2—For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy

[bookmark: _GoBack]III. Draw near to God
James 4:7-10—Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.
A. Submit to God (positive)
Hupotasso—military term meaning “to rank under.”
· Jesus to his parents (Luke 2:51)
· Christians response to human government (Romans 13:1)
· Wife’s responsibility to her husband (Ephesians 5:21-24)
· Slave to his master (Titus 2:9) 
Matthew 10:39—He who has found his [a]life will lose it, and he who has lost his [b]life for My sake will find it.
Luke 14:27—Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
B. Resisting the Devil (negative)
James 4:4—You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
1 John 2:15-17—Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.
(cf. Ephesians 6:10-17)
C. Drawing near to God 
Psalm 42:1—As the deer pants for the water brooks, So my soul pants for You, O God.
Philippians 3:10—that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death
Psalm 73:28—But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, That I may tell of all Your works.
Psalm 145:18—The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, To all who call upon Him in truth.

D. Cleanse your hands

James 4:8-9—…Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom.

Isaiah 1:15-16—when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are covered with blood. 16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil”
(Cf. Isaiah 59:2; Ps 18:20)

E. Purify your hearts

Psalm 24:3-4—Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may stand in His holy place? 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood And has not sworn deceitfully.

Matthew 15:19—For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.

(Cf. Isaiah 55:6-7)

F. Be Miserable

It carries the idea of being broken and feeling wretched because of one’s circumstances—being sinful, lost and separated from God. 

Luke 18:13—But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’
	
G. Mourn

Matthew 5:4—Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

H. Weep

Isaiah 22:12—Therefore in that day the Lord GOD of hosts called you to weeping, to wailing, To shaving the head and to wearing sackcloth.

Mark 14:72—Immediately a rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had made the remark to him, “Before a rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” And he began to weep.

2 Corinthians 7:10—For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death.

I. Seriousness

James 4:9b--…let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom.

Luke 6:25—Woe to you who are well-fed now, for you shall be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.

Luke 6:21—Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

J. Humility (to make low)

Matthew 5:3—Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Isaiah 6:5—“Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.”

2 Chronicles 7:14—and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

Isaiah 57:15—For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, “I dwell on a high and holy place, And also with the contrite and lowly of spirit In order to revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of the contrite.
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