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Living Life Together
When Times are Hard[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Steve Viars] 

3 truths to remember when challenges come
I. Hard Times Reveal the True Values of Your Heart
A. The significance of the challenge
8:1 - On that day a great persecution began…
John 15:20 - If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you…
John 16:2 - …an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God.
8:3 - But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.
B. The effect of the challenge
1. Many were scattered
v. 1 - they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria…
2. The apostles remained at their post
v. 1 - scattered…except the apostles…
C. The response of God’s people
Acts 8:4 - Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.
“Why do we question the faithfulness of God?  Why do we think we are enduring more than we can bear?  Why do we look for any escape we can find?  Why are we not comforted by the promises of God?  The answer is idolatry.  Any situation that threatens my heart’s desire for the things of this world will seem unbearable to me.  God will seem unkind for placing me in that situation, and his presence will offer me little comfort.” (Paul Tripp, Suffering: Eternity Makes a Difference, p. 24)
II. God Wants You to Love and Reach People Unlike You
A. Another fulfillment of Acts 1:8
Acts 1:8 - but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.
B. Phillip’s ministry to Samaria was a shocking development in the history of Christ’s church
2 Kings 17:33 - They feared the Lord and served their own gods according to the custom of the nations from among whom they had been carried away into exile.
C. This development provides tremendous direction for us as we live life together
[bookmark: _GoBack]D. Choosing to embrace God’s values in hard times produces great joy
Acts 8:8 - So there was much rejoicing in that city.
Acts 8:39 - and the eunuch…went on his way rejoicing.
E. Don’t fail to believe in the power of the gospel
1. The Samaritans believed in the message of Christ, not the signs that pointed to Him
8:16 - they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus
2. They received the Holy Spirit subsequent to their faith in Christ
Acts 8:14-15 - Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.
Romans 8:9 - But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.
3. Have you trusted the gospel of Jesus Christ?
John 1:12 - But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
4. Are you putting yourself in a position to proclaim it?
Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
III. You Can Count on the Powerful Combination of God’s Word and His Sweet Providence as you Serve Him in Hard Times
A. God is constantly preparing people
B. God’s Word is an essential aspect of His preparation in your life
C. God wants His followers to demonstrate their faith
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