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The Incredible Worth of Redemption 
1 Peter 1:18-21

1 Peter 1:18-19—Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
1 Peter 1:6—In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials. (
1 Peter 2:21—For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps 
1 Peter 3:13-17—Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always be ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame. For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.
I Peter 4:12-13—Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.
1 Peter 5:10—After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 
Redemption is at the heart of the gospel.  It is more specific than salvation, because it focuses on the means by which salvation is accomplished.  It is the payment to God of a price for our bondage to sin.
Great was the work of creation. Great was the work of creation, but greater the work of redemption. Great wisdom was seen in making us—but more miraculous wisdom in saving us.  Great power was seen in  brining us out of nothing—but greater power in helping us when we were worse than nothing…in the creation, God gave us ourselves; in the redemption, He gave us Himself.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Thomas Watson, Puritan writer] 


Psalm 8—Creation was the work of God’s fingers.
Luke 1—Redemption is the work of His arm.
…Redeemed with precious bold, v. 1:19
     “You were redeemed – ” from lutroō, to set free by paying a price. 
Exodus 12—The Passover.  God’s provision of the ransom price was the blood of a lamb.  
Four Important Considerations When It Comes to Redemption:
A. What Are We Redeemed From?  

1. From Sin and Judgement and Hell
Gal 3:13—You were redeemed from the curse of the law.” The curse of the law is this: “Break the law and die, die everlastingly.”
Eph 1:7—You were redeemed through the forgiveness of sins.
Titus 2:14—You were redeemed from every lawless deed.
2. From Ignorance
John 4:22—You worship, you know not what
John 17:25—The world does not know You, Father.
1 Corinthians 2:14—The natural man understands not the things of God; they are foolishness to him.
Ephesians 4:17-18— So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart.
3. From our Former Life
v. 18—Being redeemed from your futile way of life
Mataios—empty, vain, pointless, powerless, valueless, useless – your useless life.  
Geenna—Hell; the eternal dump for useless lives
4. Tradition
1:18—Futile way of life inherited from your forefathers.
B. What Are We Redeemed With?

1. Not with perishable things (stated negatively) 
v. 18—You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold.
Acts 8:20—But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money!
Ps 49:7-8—No man can by any means redeem his brother or give to God a ransom for him, because the redemption of souls is costly, and he shall cease forever trying.
2. But with precious blood (stated positively)
v. 19— …but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless 
C.  What Were We Redeemed By?
1. The Lamb, Christ 
v. 19— … the blood of Christ. 
1 Peter 3: 18—Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.
Matt 20:28—The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.
Acts 8:20—But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money!
2. Precious and Eternal 
v. 20—He was foreknown before the foundation of the world.
3. Incarnate or Human
v. 20—He has appeared in these last times for your sake.  
4. Resurrected One
v. 21—God raised Him from the dead.  
D.  What Were We Redeemed For?
1. Faith and hope are in God. 
v. 21—…so that your faith and hope are in God.
In conclusion: 

Peter is saying you must view your life in the midst of terrifying persecution and death.   Hold fast to your faith and hope that you belong to God and “obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you (1:4)”. You are protected until the day when you receive it because you’ve been bought by the precious blood of Christ.
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