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Put on Humility
James 4:11-17
An Old Testament example of Pride—King Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Daniel 4:34-37—But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; for His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from generation to generation. All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but He does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’ At that time my reason returned to me. And my majesty and splendor were restored to me for the glory of my kingdom, and my counselors and my nobles began seeking me out; so I was reestablished in my sovereignty, and surpassing greatness was added to me. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride.”
Pride is the epidemic vice. It is everywhere and manifests itself in many ways. As much as we may hate to admit it, we all have pride, each and every one of us. The question is not ‘Do I have it?’ but ‘Where is it’ and ‘How much of it do I have?[footnoteRef:1] [1:  From Pride to Humility, Stuart Scott, p. 2] 

Proverbs 11:2—When pride comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom…
James 4:10—Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. 
Matthew 11:28-30—Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.
Philippians 2:5-9—Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name… 
3 ways we can respond to God’s will
I. By not defaming others
A. Slander
James 4:11—Do not speak against one another, brethren…
Slander strikes at people’s dignity, defames their character, and destroys their reputation—their most priceless worldly asset.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: James, p. 217] 

Proverbs 22:1—A good name is to be more desired than great wealth, Favor is better than silver and gold.
Leviticus 7:1—A good name is better than a good ointment…
Along with the related nouns katalalia (‘slander’; 2 Cor. 12:20; 1 Pet. 2:1) and katalalous (‘slanderers’; Rom. 1:30), it refers to mindless, thoughtless, careless, critical, derogatory, untrue speech directed against others.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid, p. 221] 

Leviticus 19:16—You shall not go about as a slanderer among your people…
Proverbs 20:19—He who goes about as a slanderer reveals secrets, therefore do not associate with a gossip. 
B. Judgement
James 4:11—Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother…
Galatians 5:15—But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.
Matthew 7:1-5—“Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2 For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.
C. Violation of the law
James 4:11—Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it. 
Romans 13:8—Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.
James 2:8—If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” you are doing well.
(Cf. Matthew 22:37-40)
D. Only One Lawgiver and Judge
James 4:12—There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor? 
Leviticus 5:19—It is a guilt offering; he was certainly guilty before the LORD.
Isaiah 33:22—For the LORD is our judge, The LORD is our lawgiver, The LORD is our king; He will save us

II. By not discounting God
A. Ignoring
James 4:13—Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.” 
Isaiah 1:18—“Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool.
B. Presumptuously leaving God out
James 4:14—Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 
C. Remembering the brevity of life
James 4:15—Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.” 
Psalm 90:10—As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years, Or if due to strength, eighty years,
Yet their pride is but labor and sorrow; For soon it is gone and we fly away.
D. Arrogance of denying
James 4:16—But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.

1 Corinthians 1:19—For it is written, “I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.”
Isaiah 14:13-14—“But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north. 14 ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’

III. By knowing better and still disobeying
James 4:17—Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin. 
Luke 22:47—While He was still speaking, behold, a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was preceding them; and he approached Jesus to kiss Him.

Deuteronomy 32:39—See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it is I who heal, And there is no one who can deliver from My hand.
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