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Living Life Together
As We’re Amazed by God’s Grace[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Dr Steve Viars] 

(Acts 9)
3 ways the strength of God’s grace is demonstrated
I. God’s Grace is Strong Enough to Redeem Anyone
A. Saul’s hatred of the church was practically insatiable
[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 9:1-2 - Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.
Acts 8:3 - But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.
B. God is powerful enough to totally change the direction of a person’s life
9:2 - any belonging to the Way.
John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”
Job 9:32-35 - For He is not a man as I am that I may answer Him, that we may go to court together. There is no umpire between us, who may lay his hand upon us both. Let Him remove His rod from me, and let not dread of Him terrify me. Then I would speak and not fear Him; but I am not like that in myself.
1 Timothy 2:5 - For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
C. That includes you
Ephesians 2:8-9 - For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
II. God’s Grace Can Help You Welcome New Believers into the Family
A. The Lord uses people as the instruments of His grace
9:12 - so that he might regain his sight.
B. There is nothing wrong with expressing honest concern with ministry opportunities
Acts 9:13-14 - But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.”
C. Be sure to err on the side of grace
Acts 9:17 - …Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight…
III. God’s Grace Can Help the Church be a Forgiving Community
A. The believers in Damascus protected Saul
Acts 9:21 - All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, “Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?”
Acts 9:25 - but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a large basket.
B. The believers in Jerusalem struggled, but Barnabas led them to extend grace
Acts 9:27-28 - But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles…and he was with them…
C. In so doing, the church received an incredibly effective servant.
Acts 9:28 - And he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the Lord. 
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