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 Finding Hope in a God Who Provides 
The Providence of Hope[footnoteRef:1] 
 [1:  Dr Steve Viars, Faith Baptist Church, Lafayette, IN] 

Judges 21:25 ‐ In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 
Ruth 1:16 ‐ But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.” 
Ruth 1:20‐21 ‐ She said to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the Lord has witnessed against me and the Almighty has afflicted me?” 
Ruth 1:22 ‐ So Naomi returned, and with her Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter‐in‐law, who returned from the land of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest. 
3 lessons from the life of a woman willing to find her hope in God alone: 
I. God is Often Working Providentially Behind the Scenes Long Before You Would Ever Know 
A. Lining up people who could be a blessing to you long before you ever know their name or their identity 
1. A kinsman of her (Naomi’s) husband, of the family of Elimelech ‐ v. 1 
2. A man of great wealth ‐ v. 1 
B. Using your faithful obedience in ways you would have never guessed 
1. Ruth continued her respectful treatment of Naomi 
Ruth 2:2 ‐ And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain after one in whose sight I may find favor.” 
2. Ruth knew she would have to trust the Lord 
v. 2 ‐ after one in whose sight I may find favor 
Leviticus 23:22 ‐ When you reap the harvest of your land, moreover, you shall not reap to the very corners of your field nor gather the gleaning of your harvest; you are to leave them for the needy and the alien. I am the Lord your God. 
Deuteronomy 24:19 ‐ When you reap your harvest in your field and have forgotten a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow, in order that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 
3. Ruth was willing to do her part to demonstrate that she believed that God was working providentially behind the scenes ‐‐ people like you and me are expected to do the same 
[bookmark: _GoBack]John 13:17 ‐ If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
Philippians 2:12 ‐ So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling 
James 1:25 ‐ But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. 
C. Orchestrating seemingly minor details of your life 
Ruth 2:3 ‐ So she departed and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers; and she happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 
Proverbs 16:33 ‐ The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord. 
II. When God Supplies, He Often Does So in Ways that are Surprisingly Abundant 
A. Boaz graciously honored the Lord with his employees 
Ruth 2:4 ‐ Now behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem and said to the reapers, “May the Lord be with you.” And they said to him, “May the Lord bless you.” 
B. Boaz obeyed God’s Word regarding the poor 
Proverbs 14:31 ‐ He who oppresses the poor taunts his Maker, but he who is gracious to the needy honors Him. 
Proverbs 19:17 ‐ One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his good deed. 
C. Boaz insured her physical provision 
v. 8 ‐ Do not go to glean in another field 
v. 8 ‐ Stay here with my maids (those who are harvesting for me) 
v. 9 ‐ Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and go after them. 
D. Boaz insured her physical protection 
v. 9 ‐ I have commanded the servants not to touch you
E. The implications to people like you and me 
1. Ephesians 3:20 ‐ Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us… 
2. Naomi’s bitterness was misguided 
3. Ruth’s trust was vindicated 
III. God Will Recognize and Reward Your Willingness to Faithfully Follow Him 
A. Your faithfulness, if that is the way you are choosing to live, is probably being witnessed by far more people than you realize 
Ruth 2:11 ‐ Boaz replied to her, “All that you have done for your mother‐in‐law after the death of your husband has been fully reported to me, and how you left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, and came to a people that you did not previously know.” 
B. God always rewards the faithfulness of His children 
Ruth 2:12a ‐ May the Lord reward your work, and your wages be full from the Lord, the God of Israel… 
Hebrews 6:10 ‐ For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints. 
C. The shadow of God’s wings is an ideal place to find hope 
Ruth 2:12b ‐ …under whose wings you have come to seek refuge. 
Psalm 63:7 ‐ For You have been my help, and in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy. 

D. Being an instrument of God’s wings is a noble calling
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