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Starting with Who We Are
Titus 1:1-4
Introduction to Titus
Author, Date, and Recipient—Paul wrote this letter to his Gentile coworker Titus; written in the mid-60s A.D. between Paul’s first imprisonment (Acts 28) and his second imprisonment.
Theme—the unbreakable link between faith and practice or belief and behavior. Paul addresses false teaching, instructions for Cristian living, and standards for church leaders.
3 key principals to understand our position in Christ
I. Who we are in Christ—through justification
Titus 1:1—Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness
A. “bond-servant” (Doulos)—better translated slave.  “Doulos, the common NT word for servant. Although in Greek culture it most often referred to the involuntary, permanent service of a slave, Paul elevates this word by using it in its Hebrew sense to describe a servant who willingly commits himself to serve a master he loves and respects (Ex. 21:5–6; Gal. 1:10; Titus 1:1; cf. Gen. 26:24; Num. 12:7; 2 Sam. 7:5; Isa. 53:11).”[footnoteRef:1]
 [1:  MacArthur Study Bible, Romans 1:1] 

B. Apostle of Jesus Christ, v. 1 

Romans 1:1—Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God

Cf. 1 Cor 1:1, 1 Tim 2:7, Acts 26:12-18; 12 Cor 15:3-10; Gal 2:5

C. Chosen of God, v. 1
Matthew 11:27—All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.
Matthew 22:14—For many are called, but few are chosen.
John 15:16—You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.
Ephesians 4:4-6—just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
D. Proclaimer, v. 3
1 Peter 2:9—But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
E. Child in the common faith, v. 4
1 Timothy 1:2—To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
1 Peter 2:2—like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,
F.  Our Master is 
1. Truthful
v 2—…God, who cannot lie.
Colossians 1:28—We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 
2. Faithfully
v 2—...promised long ages ago.

Colossians 1:13-14—For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
3. Timely 
V 3—…at the proper time manifested...
Galatians 4:4-7—But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.
II. How we live in Christ—through sanctification
A. Through truth 
v 1—…the faith of those chosen of God, and the knowledge of the truth...
B. According to godliness
v 1—…the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness...
“Paul knew that the saving truth of the gospel message falls on deaf ears when those proclaiming it live ungodly lives that show no evidence of redemption.  When Christians live in open sin, they can hardly expect unbelievers to heed a message that purports to save men from sin.  One of the most compelling testimonies a Christian can give is that of a righteous, holy, God.”
C. Walking in newness of life 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Romans 6:4—Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
Romans 6:22—But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. 
2 Corinthians 5:15—…and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 
D. Living in a difficult culture
Acts 20:24—But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God. 
III. Why we hope in Christ—through glorification
Titus 1:2—in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, 3 but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior.
A. Through the act of salvation
B. Through the ministry of the Word
Hebrews 4:12-13—For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
2 Peter 1:3—seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us [d]by His own glory and excellence.
C. Through discipleship in the church
1 Corinthians 12:12—For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.
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