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The Power of Love
1 Peter 1:22-2:3
3 actions to pursue even in the midst of unloving situations 
I. Learn to Practice Fervent Love
1 Peter 1:22 - …fervently love one another from the heart…
A. A sacrificial love 
agapao – "that which is exercised by the will rather than emotion, not determined by the beauty of desirability of the object, but by the noble intention of the one who loves." (John Macarthur, Commentary on 1 Peter)
B. A love that extends to the limits
fervent – stretch to the furthest limit of a muscle's capacity
John 13:35 - By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.
Luke 22:44 - And being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood, falling down upon the ground.
Acts 12:5 - So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God.
Galatians 5:13-14 - For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
C. Because of what Christ has done and continues to do in you
1. v. 22a - your soul has been purified 
2. v. 22b - your love can be sincere
II. Cultivate a Longing for the Word
A. Let the nature of Scripture motivate you to follow its path
v. 23 – Not of seed which is perishable but imperishable…
v. 23 – through the living and enduring Word of God
v. 24-25 - For, "All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass.  The grass withers, and the flower falls off, but the Word of the Lord endures forever.”  And this is the word which was preached to you. 
B. Let the purifying effect of Scripture cleanse you of making poor choices in trials 
v. 2:1 - Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander…
malice – The Gr. Word for evil is used 11 times in the NT to indicate that wickedness which comes from within a person
Rom 1:29 - being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips,
Eph 4:31 - Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.
Titus 3:3 - For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.
C. Let the compelling truth of Scripture motivate you to hunger for its message
1 Peter 2:2 - like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 
Job 23:12 - I have not departed from the command of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.
Ps 1:1-2 – How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, 
Nor stand in the path of sinners, 
Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 
But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
And in His law he meditates day and night. 
D. Let the effects of Scripture cause you to grow in Christlikeness
v. 2:2 - so that you may grow in respect to salvation
III. Appreciate the Graciousness of the Lord at Salvation Compel You in Grace
v. 2:3 tasted the kindness of the Lord
Conclusion: Living in a world that is becoming increasingly unfriendly to Bible believing Christians ought to produce in us great opportunities to let the powerful Word of God motivate us to find creative ways to practice fervent love.
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