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Counsel to Church Leaders
Titus 1:5-9
Matthew 16:18—I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
I Timothy 3:15—…but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
Hebrews 10:24-25— and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
Colossians 3:16— Let the word of [a]Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing [c]one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing [d]with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

3 principles to help church leaders lead well
I. Correct the body—not the culture
A. Paul’s use of “set in order” 
Titus 1:5—For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you,
I Timothy 3:15—…but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
1 Peter 4:17—For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
1 Corinthians 5:12-13—For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? 13 But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.
B. Paul’s use of “what remains” is an ongoing process
v. 5— “…what remains…”
[bookmark: _GoBack]C. How Christians typically respond to the culture
1. Judgment
2. Anger
3. Isolation

Matthew 5:13-16— “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how [e]can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a [f]hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a [g]basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
D. The objective is to function the way Christ intended His church to function.  We are to be the visible representation of the invisible God.  
II. Cultivate Godly leaders
A. Elders (Pastors, Overseers, Bishops, v.7)—mature spiritual leaders of the Church
Cf. 1 Timothy 3:1-7, 10
B. The summary qualification
vv. 5-6— “above reproach”
v. 7— “as God’s steward”—one who manages another’s properties for the wellbeing of his master. 
C. The character qualifications
1. Negatively, v 7
· Not self-willed 
· not quick tempered
· not addicted to wine
· not pugnacious
· not fond of sordid gain
2. Positively, v 8
· Loving what is good
· Sensible
· Just 
· Devout
· Self-controlled
III. Foster Godly Character—for all
A.  Self-reflection on what really is important to God
B.  Ready and willing to take whatever role God has for you in the future 
C.  Gratitude to God for every good gift—including imperfect overseers He has placed in your life 
James 1:17—Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or [a]shifting shadow.
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