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1 Living Life Together
by Praying with Hearts of Faith[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Steve Viars] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]3 principles to guide the way we pray for/with one another
I. Understand that there will Always be Opposition to God's Plan for Us as Individuals and as a Church
A. For the early church
1. Herod the king laid hold on some from the church to mistreat them - v.1
2. He had James the brother of John put to death with the sword - v. 2
3. Then he arrested Peter and held him until the end of the Passover - v. 3
B. For our church today
1 Peter 5:8 - Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
Ephesians 6:10-12 - Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
II. Face Opposition with Fervent Prayer
Acts 12:5 - So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God. 
Ephesians 6:13, 18 - Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm…With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints.
A. The meaning of fervently
Fervently - ektenos - "a medical term describing the stretching of a muscle to its limits"
Luke 22:44 - And being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood, falling down upon the ground. 
James 5:16 - The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.
B. The impact on Peter
Acts 12:6 - On the very night when Herod was about to bring him forward, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards in front of the door were watching over the prison. 
1 Peter 5:7 - casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 
C. The powerful result
Acts 12:10 - When they had passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron gate that leads into the city, which opened for them by itself; and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel departed from him. 
John 16:23-24 - In that day you will not question Me about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you.  Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full. 
Acts 12:14-16 - When she recognized Peter’s voice, because of her joy she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter was standing in front of the gate. They said to her, “You are out of your mind!” But she kept insisting that it was so. They kept saying, “It is his angel.”  But Peter continued knocking; and when they had opened the door, they saw him and were amazed. 
III. Don't Ever be Surprised if God Chooses to Answer Your Prayers in Powerful Ways
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