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 Finding Hope in a God Who Provides 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Adventure of Hope 

Judges 21:25 ‐ In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 

Ruth 1:9 ‐ May the Lord grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her husband 

Ruth 1:15 ‐ Then she said, “Behold, your sister‐in‐law has gone back to her people and her gods; return after your sister‐in‐law.” 

Ruth 1:16 ‐ But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God…” 

Ruth 1:20‐21 ‐ …“Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the Lord has witnessed against me and the Almighty has afflicted me?” 

3 reasons that finding hope is an adventure: 

I. Finding Hope in the Provision of God is an Adventure Because 
You Have to Do Your Part 

A. Naomi’s proposal 

Ruth 3:1 ‐ Then Naomi her mother‐in‐law said to her, “My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that it may be well with you?” 

1. The purpose 

“seek security” – the Hebrew word manoah – “place of rest” 

2. The process 

a. She knew who Boaz was 

3:2 ‐ Now is not Boaz, our kinsman… 

Deuteronomy 25:5‐6 ‐ When brothers live together and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the deceased shall not be married outside the family to a strange man. Her husband’s brother shall go in to her and take her to himself as wife and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her. It shall be that the firstborn whom she bears shall assume the name of his dead brother, so that his name will not be blotted out from Israel.

b. She believed it was appropriate for Ruth to conclude her time of mourning 

Ruth 3:3 ‐ Wash yourself therefore, and anoint yourself and put on your best clothes… 

c. She knew what Boaz would be doing 

Ruth 3:2 ‐ Behold, he winnows barley at the threshing floor tonight… 

d. She knew that Ruth had to take the next step 

Ruth 3:4 ‐ It shall be when he lies down, that you shall notice the place where he lies, and you shall go and uncover his feet and lie down; then he will tell you what you shall do. 

B. Ruth’s willingness 

3:5 ‐ …all that you say I will do. 

C. This principle is illustrated in many places in Scripture 

1. Caleb – I want that mountain! ‐ Joshua 14:10‐12 ‐ Behold, I am eighty‐five years old today. I am still as strong today as I was in the day Moses sent me; as my strength was then, so my strength is now, for war and for going out and coming in. Now then, give me this mountain about which the Lord spoke on that day, for you heard on that day that Anakim were there, with great fortified cities; perhaps the Lord will be with me, and I will drive them out as the Lord has spoken. 

2. David – I want to build a house for God ‐ 2 Samuel 7:1‐2 ‐ Now it came about when the king lived in his house, and the Lord had given him rest on every side from all his enemies, that the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells within tent curtains.” 

3. Paul – Let’s go visit the churches ‐ Acts 15:36 ‐ After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brethren in every city in which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” 

D. There is a significant difference between “passive trust” and “participatory trust” 

II. Finding Hope in the Provision of God is an Adventure Because You Have to Take Risks 

A. That is the central theme of this text 

B. Doing so is not a lack of faith, but a proof of it 

C. This is equally true of New Testament believers [and perhaps even more so] 

Matthew 25:16 ‐ Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents. 

III. Finding Hope in the Provision of God is an Adventure Because It Will Test Your Reputation and Your Obedience 

A. Boaz had proven himself to be trustworthy 

Ruth 3:4 ‐ It shall be when he lies down, that you shall notice the place where he lies, and you shall go and uncover his feet and lie down; then he will tell you what you shall do. 

B. Ruth had proven her godly character as well 

Ruth 3:10‐11 ‐ Then he said, “May you be blessed of the Lord, my daughter. You have shown your last kindness to be better than the first by not going after young men, whether poor or rich. Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence.”
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