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Counsel in Sound Doctrine
Titus 1:9-16
Introduction
Titus 1:5—For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you.
“set in order” (epidiorthoō)—epi – upon, dia – through, orthoo – to make straight
1 Peter 4:17—For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
Ephesians 3:9-11—To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; 10 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.
Philippians 2:12–16—So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 

3 truths about the Word of God as it is our source of sound doctrine
I. It is our source of truth 
A. Hold fast to it
v. 9—…holding fast the faithful word which is accordance with the teaching… 
“holding fast” (antecho)—to strongly cling or adhere to something.

Luke 16:13—No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be devoted to [antecho] one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
B. It is faithful, v.9
1 Timothy 4:6—In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.
C. It is true
John 17:17—Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.
D. It is sufficient
2 Peter 1:3—seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.
E. It is consistent
v. 9—…holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching…
Acts 2:42—They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
F. It will achieve its desired effect—encouraging godliness and confronts sin and error
v. 9— …to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.
Titus 3:10-11—Reject a factious man after a first and second warning, 11 knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned.
Acts 20:29-30—I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.
G. Treasure it
2 Timothy 1:13-14—Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you. 
H. Desire it, learn it, and live it
Proverbs 23:23—Buy truth, and do not sell it, get wisdom and instruction and understanding. 
Psalm 119:11—Your word I have treasured in my heart, 
That I may not sin against You.
James 1:22—But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.
II. It is the basis for dealing with the human heart 
A. 3 different categories of people
1. Genuine believers who need correction 
Titus 1:9—holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.
Colossians 1:28—We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 
2. Those who claim to be “Christians” who need to refuted
a. Their characteristics
· those who contradict (sound doctrine)—v. 9
· rebellious men (“insubordinate”, NKJ)—v. 10
· empty talkers and deceivers—v. 10
· upsetting whole families—v. 11
· teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain—v. 11 
(cf. 1 Tim 6:4, 1 Peter 5:2)
· defiled and unbelieving—v. 15
“The outwardly despicable things that those men practice (vv10-12) were simply reflections of their inner corruption” (cf. Matt 15:15-20).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  MacArthur Study Bible] 

· Mind and conscience defiled—v. 15
“If the mind is defiled, it cannot accurately inform the conscience, so conscience cannot warn the person.  When conscience is accurately and fully infused with God’s truth, it functions as the warning system God designed (cf. 2 Cor 1:12, 4:2).”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid.] 

· profess to know God but by their deeds they deny Him—v. 16
· worthless for any good deed—v. 16
b. The church’s responsibility
· refute those who contradict—v. 9
· must be silenced—v. 10
3. Unbelievers who need to hear and see the truth
v. 16d—…worthless for any good deed…
B. Supporting passages 
1 Thessalonians 5:14—We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 
Galatians 6:1—Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.
1 Timothy 3:15—but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
[bookmark: _GoBack]III. Obedience to it is what pleases the Lord and gives evidence to men that we glorify Him. 
Matthew 5:16—Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
Luke 6:46—Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?
John 15:8—My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.
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