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[bookmark: _GoBack] Seeking God’s Plan for Forgiveness 
The Basis of Forgiveness 
Proverbs 4:23 - Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life. 
Ephesians 4:23 - and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 
1 Peter 1:13-16 - Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 
Romans 12:2 - And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
Philippians 4:8 - Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. 
Two very unfortunate bookends, and one amazing central focus anyway… 
I. Bookend #1 – Amazing Betrayal 
A. Christ’s announcement – vv. 20-21 
Matthew 26:21 - As they were eating, He said, “Truly I say to you that one of you will betray Me.” 
betray – paradidomi 
“to give over…often used of delivering a person to prison or punishment” 
“one of you”… 
B. The disciples’ response 
Matthew 26:22 - Being deeply grieved, they each one began to say to Him, “Surely not I, Lord?” 
Matthew 26:25 - And Judas, who was betraying Him, said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” 
C. The betrayer’s indictment 
Matthew 26:25 …Jesus said to him, “You have said it yourself.” 
John 13:27 - …Therefore Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.” 
Luke 22:48 - But Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
II. Bookend #2 – Astonishing Desertion 
A. Christ’s announcement 
Matthew 26:31 - Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’” 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 - Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. For if either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to lift him up. 
Psalm 55:12-14 - For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, then I could bear it; nor is it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me, then I could hide myself from him. But it is you, a man my equal, my companion and my familiar friend; we who had sweet fellowship together walked in the house of God in the throng. 
B. The disciples’ response 
Matthew 26:33 - But Peter said to Him, “Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.” 
Matthew 26:34 - Jesus said to him, “Truly I say to you that this very night, before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” 
Matthew 26:35 - Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You.” All the disciples said the same thing too. 
III. The Central Focus – Forgiveness 
Matthew 26:26 - …Take, eat; this is My body. 
A. The perfection of His body 
1. Born of a virgin 
Luke 1:26-27 - Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 
Isaiah 7:14 - Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. 
2. God “tabernacled” among us 
John 1:14, 18 - And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth…no one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. 
3. Tempted in all points yet without sin 
Hebrews 4:15-16 - For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
4. Able to bear our sins completely 
1 Peter 2:24 - and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross… 
Galatians 3:13 - Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”— 
B. The sufficiency of His blood 
1. The cup of blessing 
1 Corinthians 10:16 - Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? 
2. He gave thanks 
3. He included them all 
Matthew 26:27 - …He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;” 
4. Poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins 
Ephesians 1:7 - In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace. 
“When I become bitter or unforgiving toward others, I’m assuming that the sins of others are more serious than my sins against God. The cross transforms my perspective. Through the cross I realize that no sin committed against me will ever be as serious as the innumerable sins I’ve committed against God. When we understand how much God has forgiven us, it’s not difficult to forgive others.” - C.J. Mahaney 
“The practice of comprehensive forgiveness overcomes our love of being right, our actual enjoyment and treasuring of our sense of being wronged… The constant practice of forgiveness leaves no room for self-righteousness. Frustrated condemnation of others and treasuring of old wrongs are not part of the artillery of God, but the slithering, slimy, deadly creatures of the Prince of Darkness.” - C. John Miller and Barbara Miller Juliani
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