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Light in the World
Philippians 2:12-18
Matthew 4:16—The people who were sitting in darkness saw a great light, and those who were sitting in the land and shadow of death, upon them a light has dawned.
John 3:19-21—This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God.
2 Corinthians 4:6—For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 
1 Peter 2:9—But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
Colossians 1:13—For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,
4 principles to shine bright in a dark world
I. Work out your salvation with fear and trembling, v12
A. Salvation is through faith in Christ alone (positional truth)
Ephesians 2:8-9—For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
Titus 3:5—He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit…
John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
Acts 16:29-31—And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 
B. Salvation is also a life-long process of changing and growing (i.e. Progressive Sanctification or practical truth)
Ephesians 2:10—For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 
Philippians 2:12—So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling
“Work Out”—to accomplish, to continually work to bring something to completion or fulfillment
C. Both positional and practical aspects of salvation are only possible through the power and enablement of God
Philippians 2:13—for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 
Philippians 4:13—I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 
II. Do all things without grumbling or disputing
Philippians 2:14—Do all things without grumbling or disputing
A. Grumbling—complaint
Acts 6:1—Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food. 
B. Disputing—questioning or criticisms negatively directed toward God
III. Be a light in the darkness
Philippians 2:15-16—so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life.
A. The world is dark because of sin

The bible uses different words for sin:
· Avah – bent, or twisted
· Ra – broken up, ruined
· Pasha – rebellion against a rightful authority
· Rasha – confusion, tossing
· Aven – vanity, unprofitable behavior
· Amal – sorrow
· Hamartia – missing the mark
· Parabosis – crossing the boundary line
B. But for the grace of God, there go I
Romans 5:20—The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more…
Philippians 4:23—The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
C. You have to shine—much like the moon and stars shine in an otherwise dark sky
Philippians 2:15-16—...children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life...
Matthew 5:14—You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;
Ephesians 5:8—for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light
IV. Rejoice and share your joy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Philippians 2:17—But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all. 
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