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The Gospel of John:
Who’s Really Blind?
John 9:35-41
Context
As glorious as physical sight must have been to a man born blind, he was to receive an even greater gift—spiritual sight.  The Scriptures often use physical blindness as a metaphor of the spiritual condition.  Jeremiah 5:21 says, “Now hear this, O foolish and senseless people, who have eyes but do not see…” Jesus called the religious leaders as “blind guides” and “blind men” (Matthew 15:14). Not only are they blind because they love the darkness rather than the light (John 3:19) but “in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4).   The only remedy for such a condition is found in the saving work of Christ.  “For He [God] rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14).  This concluding passage of an incredible miracle reveals both spiritual sight as well as spiritual blindness.

2 spiritual conditions
I. Spiritual Sight, v35-38

John 9:35-38—Jesus heard that they had put him out, and finding him, He said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is talking with you.” 38 And he said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him. 
A. God initiates the contact

1. Jesus went to find him
2. God has to take the initiative in salvation—why? 

Romans 3:10-12—as it is written, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE.”

John 6:44—No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.

John 6:65—And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father.”

John 15:16—You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 

John 1:12-13—But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

3. Jesus asks a crucial question: do you believe in the Son of Man?

a. Not just in Jesus as the miracle worker 
b. But as Messiah

Daniel 7:13-14—“I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 14 “And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.

John 1:51—And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

B. Requires faith

1. Regeneration
2. One must believe

Mark 1:15—and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

John 1:12—But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name

John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 

John 6:40—For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”
Acts 16:30-31—and after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
Acts 13:48—When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.
C. Confesses Jesus as Lord

John 4:26—Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.”

1. Lord, I believe

John 6:29—Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.” 

John 3:36—He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

John 6:37—All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.
D. Results in worship

Matthew 14:33—And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “You are certainly God’s Son!”

Luke 24:45, 52—Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures…And they, after worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy

Philippians 2:10—…so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth

II. [bookmark: _GoBack]Spiritual Blindness, vv39-41
John 9:39-41—And Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may become blind.” 40 Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things and said to Him, “We are not blind too, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but [f]since you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.
A. Receives judgment, v39

1. Christ is the dividing line 

John 3:17—For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.7

John 5:22, 27—For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son…and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man. 

2. He is both—two sides of the same reality

But far from being contradictory, those two truths are complementary; they are two sides of the same reality.  To receive His justice; to reject His mercy is to receive His wrath; to reject His love is to receive His anger; to reject His forgiveness is to receive His judgment.  While Jesus came to save, not to condemn (cf. 12:47; Luke 19:10), those who reject His gospel condemn themselves, and subject themselves to judgment. [footnoteRef:1] 
 [1:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, p. 416.] 

B. Stubbornly denies their condition, v 40

John 7:49—But this crowd which does not know the Law is accursed.

John 9:28—They reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.

C. By refusing to believe their condition, they confirmed their blindness, v41a

Psalm 32:5—I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”; And You forgave the guilt of my sin. 

Proverbs 28:13—He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, But he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion.

1 John 1:9—If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

D. The consequence is eternal separation from God, v41b 

1. Refusal to believe keeps one locked in their sin
2. Unbelievers remain fully culpable for sin and remain unforgiven 

Matthew 12:32—Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.

Hebrews 6:4-6—For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame. 

Luke 12:51-53—Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division; 52 for from now on five members in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

Summary: Those who acknowledge their spiritual blindness and turn to the light “will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life” (John 8:12).  

2 Corinthians 5:20—Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
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