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The Gospel of John:
The Good Shepherd, pt 1
John 10:1-10

Context
Of the many titles that are given to the Lord Jesus throughout the scripture, none may arguably be more endearing and intimate that that of a Shepherd.  Prophets of old foretold of the coming Messiah who would be a Shepherd to His people.  

Ezekiel 34:23—Then I will set over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he will feed them; he will feed them himself and be their shepherd.

Micah 5:4a—And He will arise and shepherd His flock In the strength of the LORD, In the majesty of the name of the LORD His God…”

Matthew 2:6—‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.’”

There were plenty of plenty of OT characters who were shepherds: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and David to just name a few.  But of all the shepherds identified, none is more well-known than God Himself.  

Psalm 23:1—The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.

Psalm 77:20—You led Your people like a flock By the hand of Moses and Aaron.

Psalm 79:13—So we Your people and the sheep of Your pasture Will give thanks to You forever; To all generations we will tell of Your praise.

Psalm 80:1—Oh, give ear, Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock; You who are enthroned above the cherubim, shine forth!

Psalm 95:7a—For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Jesus is the reference to The Shepherd of God.  He is the true shepherd of the sheep and He is the only door to the sheepfold.  

1 Peter 2:25—For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

Hebrews 13:20—Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord…




The True Shepherd and The True Door
I. The True Shepherd, v1-6

John 10:1-6— Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were which He had been saying to them.
A. Truly, Truly (amen, amen)—introduces something notably important 

In contrast to the false shepherds of Israel, I AM the true Shepherd

B. The fold—a communal area where sheep were kept at night for care and protection while the shepherd rested; they were carefully inspected prior to entrance.  

C. Doorkeeper—a hired under-shepherd (v12) to watch those in the fold 

D. Who are the sheepfold? (v16) Israel.  

E. Who is the door? (vv 7,9) Jesus.  Only Jesus has the authority to lead out of Israel’s fold His own elect sheep.  

F. Thieves and robbers

1. Those entering NOT by the door but deceptively entering another way to kill and destroy

2. Who are the thieves and robbers?  (Matthew 23:2) Jewish religious leaders deceptively fleece and spiritually kill the people

Isaiah 56:10-11—His watchmen are blind, All of them know nothing. All of them are mute dogs unable to bark, Dreamers lying down, who love to slumber

Jeremiah 10:21—For the shepherds have become stupid And have not sought the LORD; Therefore they have not prospered, And all their flock is scattered.

Jeremiah 50:6—My people have become lost sheep; Their shepherds have led them astray. They have made them turn aside on the mountains; They have gone along from mountain to hill And have forgotten their resting place.

Jeremiah 23:1-2—“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of My pasture!” declares the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel concerning the shepherds who are tending My people: “You have scattered My flock and driven them away, and have not attended to them; behold, I am about to attend to you for the evil of your deeds,” declares the LORD.

Ezekiel 34:2-10—“Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and say to those shepherds, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flock? 3 You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat sheep without feeding the flock. 4 Those who are sickly you have not strengthened, the diseased you have not healed, the broken you have not bound up, the scattered you have not brought back, nor have you sought for the lost; but with force and with severity you have dominated them. 5 They were scattered for lack of a shepherd, and they became food for every beast of the field and were scattered. 6 My flock wandered through all the mountains and on every high hill; My flock was scattered over all the surface of the earth, and there was no one to search or seek for them.”’”  7 Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8 “As I live,” declares the Lord GOD, “surely because My flock has become a prey, My flock has even become food for all the beasts of the field for lack of a shepherd, and My shepherds did not search for My flock, but rather the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My flock; 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 10 ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will demand My sheep from them and make them cease from feeding sheep. So the shepherds will not feed themselves anymore, but I will deliver My flock from their mouth, so that they will not be food for them.”’”

Matthew 7:15—Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 

Acts 20:29—I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.

2 Peter 2:1—But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.

G.  Sheep hear His voice

His imagery pictures the human response to the effectual, divine call to salvation (John 6:44; 65; 17:6, 9, 24: 18:9; Romans 1:7; 8:28-30; 9:24, et al).[footnoteRef:1]
 [1: John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, p. 428] 

H. He calls His own by name, v3

Revelations 13:8b—…written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.

Philippians 4:3—Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

I. Strangers they will not follow

1 John 4:1-6—Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 4 You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

J. Jesus spoke in a figure of speech

1. Veiled language that conceals a symbolic meaning
2. They were so ingrained in their thinking that they were part of the flock as Abraham’s children that they missed the point entirely
3. Speaking such was understood by His followers but veiled to rejecters

II. The True Door, v7-10

John 10:7-10—So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

A. I AM the door of the sheep

3 of 7 “I AM” statements

1. Sometimes the shepherd slept in the opening of the sheepfold to guard the sheep
2. One could not come or go without going through him

B. Jesus is the only One through whom we must go

1. Through Him, we enter into rich pastoral blessings
2. Through Him, the lost are found
3. Through Him, we have access to the Father
4. Through Him, salvation is offered

John 14:6—Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

C. Israel’s history is full of false leaders/shepherds—ungodly kings, immoral priests, false prophets, would-be “messiahs”

D. True sheep did not hear them

E. Enter through Me and be saved
[bookmark: _GoBack]
F. Freely going in and out

1. Access to God’s blessing and protection
2. Not fearing harm or danger
3. Satisfying pastures
4. God feeding them on His Word (Acts 20:23; Psalms 23:1-3)
5. Abundant life—far beyond what is necessary (v10)

John 4:10—Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” 

Romans 8:32—He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?

2 Corinthians 9:15—Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

G. In contrast to those who steal, kill, and destroy

Summary: The stark contrast between Jesus being the true Shepherd for our souls and The door by which we enter into His blessings vs the false shepherds is stark.  Abundant life comes through Him alone.  May we not only see the reality of who He is, but may we gladly listen and follow Him in all circumstances knowing He is gently and lowly.    “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS” (MATTHEW 11:29).
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