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The Gospel of John:
The Good Shepherd, pt 2
John 10:11-21

5 characteristics of a Good Shepherd
I. Will die for the sheep, vv11-13

John 10:11-13—“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep.  
A. Jesus is the good Shepherd 
B. What does a good shepherd look like? (vv 2-5)

Good—referencing noble character

1 Timothy 3:7; 4:6—And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil….  In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the [b]sound doctrine which you have been following.

2 Timothy 2:3—Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus

1 Peter 4:10— As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

C. Jesus was far more than being willing to lay down His life, He DID 

…lays His life down for the sheep…

for (huper)—frequently used to refer to Christ’s substitutionary atonement for the elect (v15; 6:51; 11:50-51; 18:14; Luke 22:19; Romans 5:6, 8; 8:32; 1 Corinthians 11:24, et. al).

Galatians 1:4—…who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father.

1 John 3:16—We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

His death was an actual atonement to provide propitiation for the sins of all who would believe, as they were called and regenerated by the Spirit, because they were chosen by the Father.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, John MacArthur, p. 432] 


D. In contrast, the hired hand flees danger

Matthew 7:15—Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.

Acts 20:29—I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.

E. The wolves snatch and scatter

Matthew 9:36—Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd.

Mark 6:34— When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach them many things.

F. They do so for the money

Titus 1:10-11—For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain. 

1 Peter 5:2—Shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;

II. Loves them to the end, vv14-15

John 10:14-15—I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, 15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.

A. He knows His own

Know—intimate love relationship between husband and wife (NASB translates the Hebrew verb “to know” as “had relations with”)

Genesis 4:1, 17, 25—Now the man had relations with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, and she said, “I have gotten a manchild with the help of the LORD….  Cain had relations with his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; and he built a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the name of his son. …  Adam had relations with his wife again; and she gave birth to a son, and named him Seth…

Matthew 1:25—… but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.

B. Jesus in love knows His own, they in love know Him, the Father in love knows Jesus, and He in love knows the Father

C. Believers are caught up in the deep and intimate affection between Father and Son

John 14:21—He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.”
John 15:10—If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 

John 17:25-26—“O righteous Father, [i]although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me; 26 and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” 

III. Unites the entire flock, v16

John 10:16—I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd. 

A. Other Sheep are Gentiles

B. Not of this fold—the fold is Israel

Isaiah 42:6—“I am the LORD, I have called You in righteousness, I will also hold You by the hand and watch over You, And I will appoint You as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations,

Isaiah 49:6—He says, “It is too [d]small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

Romans 1:16—For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

C. One flock, One Shepherd

1. The Jews hated the Gentiles

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Even early Jewish Christians struggled with the union (Acts 10:9-16, 28; 11:1-18: 15:1-29)

John 11:50-52— nor do you take into account that it is expedient for you that one man die for the people, and that the whole nation not perish.”  51 Now he did not say this on his own initiative, but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but in order that He might also gather together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 

Ephesians 2:11-16

IV. Works in harmony with the Father, vv17-18

John 10:17-18—For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. 18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”

A. The Love relationship between Father and Son

1. The Father loves the Son for His sacrifice
2. The Father has chosen those who are His from eternity past
3. The Son is willing to be the sacrifice for the sin (propitiation)

Philippians 2:8—Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross

4.  The Son does so willingly

John 19:11—Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” 

Matthew 26:53-54—Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54 How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?

Romans 1:4—who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord

B. The Son’s loving obedience to His Father’s will

John 6:39-40, 44—This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”…  No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.

C. By the power of His resurrection, He would raise all His flock

V. His works and words inherently divide, vv19-21

John 10:19-21—A division occurred again among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of them were saying, “He has a demon and is insane. Why do you listen to Him?” 21 Others were saying, “These are not the sayings of one demon-possessed. A demon cannot open the eyes of the blind, can he?”

A. There seemed to always be a division

John 7:12—There was much grumbling among the crowds concerning Him; some were saying, “He is a good man”; others were saying, “No, on the contrary, He leads the people astray.”

John 7:43—So a division occurred in the crowd because of Him.

John 9:16—Therefore some of the Pharisees were saying, “This man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others were saying, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And there was a division among them. 

B. He has a demon

John 7:20—The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who seeks to kill You?” 

John 8:48—The Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 

John 8:52—The Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets also; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste of death.’

C. Many dismissed Him

D. Others believed He was from God

John 7:31—But many of the crowd believed in Him; and they were saying, “When the Christ comes, He will not perform more signs than those which this man has, will He?”
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
¢bridgewcfer
community church

bridgewatercc.org




